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HOW THEY CAME 





TO 


OUR RELIEF IN PEKING 


BY W. A. P. MARTIN, D.D., PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PEKING 


HE siege in Peking will undoubtedly take rank 

as one of the most notable in the annals of his- 

tory. Others have been longer. The besieged have 

been in most cases more numerous, their sufferings 

have oftentimes been greater, yet this siege stands out 

uniquely as the uprising of a great nation against the 
whole of the civilized world. 

Cooped up within the narrow bounds of one lega- 
tion—the British, which covered the largest area and 
contained the largest number of buiidings—were peo- 
ple of no fewer than fourteen nationalities, and the 
ministers of eleven nations, the whole number of 
foreigners not much short of one thousand, and hav- 
ing under their protection about two thgusand native 
Christians. Outside of the city gates, somewhere 
between the sea and the city, was an army, under the 
banners of the eight foremost powers of the world, 
advancing to the rescue, and the eyes of the world 
were fixed on that movement with an intensity of 
interest which no tragedy has ever awakened in the 
spectators of the most moving scenes of a theater. 

On the gth of June, buildings and property belong- 
ing to foreigners in the southern, or Chinese, division 
of the capital, were destroyed by fire. Foreigners, 
whether missionaries or civilians, livipg at outlying 
points in the Tartar city, took refuge under their 
respective national flags. Missionaries brought with 
them. their flocks, small-or great, of native converts, 
who were equally exposed to the rage of their enemies, 


The Chinese Government Against Us 

Ail possible measures were preconcerted for defense. 
Notice of our peril was flashed to the seaboard -by a 
roundabout route, and it was hoped. that we might 
maintain ourselves for a few days, until the promised 
relief should arrive. A strong body of marines, led 
by Admiral Seymour and Captain McCalla, set out 
from Tien Tsin by rail, intending to repair the road, 
not knowing how much it was damaged, and hop- 
ing to reach us in two or three days. That hope 
proved illusory, for week succeeded week, during which 
we were encouraged by fictitious reports of their ad- 
vance, while in reality they had been driven back 
upon their base, and the destruction of the railway 
completed. 

A larger expedition was being organized by the 
admirals of the combined squadron at the mouth of 
the river. On the 19th of Juné; a circular from the 


Yamen notified the foreign ministers that their admi- 
rals had demanded the surrender of the forts (they 
did not say had carried the forts by storm, which was 
the fact), adding that ‘‘this is an act of war. Our 
country is, therefore, at war with yours. You must 
accordingly quit our capital within twenty-four hours, 
accompanied by all your nationals.’’ Exit Boxers— 
enter the regular Chinese army. 

Thenceforward we were exposed to all the force the 
government could bring against us. 

After the declaration of war, and the ultimatum 
above referred to, the ministers had a meeting, at 
which they agreed that it would be impossible to 
comply with the demand of the Chinese Government. 
They resolved to request an extension of time, or, 
at least to gain time by parleying over the condi- 
tions until our expected relief should arrive. With 
this view they agreed to go separately to the Yamen 
to make remonstrance against the harsh treatment 
implied in this ultimatum. 


Baron Ketteler’s Life a Ransom for Many 

On the 18th two Boxers, mounted in a cart, had 
ostentatiously paraded the street, by way of challenge, 
as heralds were wont to do in feudal times. As they 
passed the German Legation, the Minister ordered 
them to be arrested. One made his escape; the 
other was captured and brought round to the United 
States Legation. On consultation it was decided to 
keep him a prisoner, and he was led away, the Baron 
giving him a sound beating with his heavy cane. 

On thé morning of the 20th: Baron Ketteler set out 
for the Yamen, in pursuance of this arrangement. No 
sooner had he reached a great street than he was shot 
in the back, falling dead immediately. His secre- 
tary was at the same time wounded, but succeeded in 
escaping to a mission hospital, whence, after his 
blood was stanched, he was carried back to his legation. 

The news produced a panic in all the legations. 
They considered that the projected massacre had 
begun, and, as the British Legation alone was regarded 
as capable of defense, to that they fell back, accom- 
panied by all their nationals. Sir Claude MacDonald 
had generously placed its resources at the disposal of 
his colleagues. 

Baron Ketteler’s life was in no unimportant sense a 
ransom for many, but his was not the only foreign 
life offered up that day. In the afternoon Profes- 


sor James, of the Imperial University, while return- 
ing from the fz of a Mongol prince on the opposite 
side of the canal, was shot dead in crossing the 
bridge. He, too, sacrificed his life in a noble cause ; 
for he, along with Dr. Morrison, of the London 
Times, had there made arrangements for the shelter 
of native Christians, 


How We Spent Our Time During the Siege 


For eight long weeks we were sickened by hope 
deferred. The forces of our defenders were weakened 
by daily losses. 
low. 


Our store of provisions was running 
Had the rescue been delayed another fortnight, 
we must have suffered the fate of Cawnpore, rather 
than the fortune of Lucknow. We had eaten up all 
our horses and mules, to the number of eighty. 
Only three or four remained, affording meat for not 
more than two days. Our meal barrels had also 
reached the bottom, and, unhappily, the widow's 
cruse of oil was not within our reach. Our clothing 
even (we had many of us no change of raiment) was 
worn to shreds. 

If asked how we spent our time, I answer, there 
was no time for amusement, and no unseemly 
frivolity. Fear and anxiety dwelt in every bosom, but 
we took care that they should not show themselves 
upon our faces. Especially did our brave women strive 
to look cheerful in order to strengthen the arms of 
their defenders. 


The Women’s Heroic Bearing 


During the first stage of the siege, I noticed a hand- 
some young lady, one of the guests from abroad, sit- 
ting for her portrait, while the lady artist, Miss Payen, 
with untrembling hand, transferred her pleasing feat- 
ures to canvas. I wondered at the composure of 
both. Nor was my astonishment diminished when, 
in the evening, I overheard that same young lady 
saying to Captain Myers : 

‘« Now, remember, should they overpower us, your 
first duty will be to shoot me.’’ 

Another lady, the mother of a family, displayed 
equal nerve. Her husband had given her a revolver 
with the injunction, ‘in the case supposed, first to 
shoot her daughters, and then to shoot herself, if he 
should not be at hand to relieve her of, that painful 
duty. Both he and she were good Christians, and it 
is believed that similar arrangements were made in 
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the case of every woman within the legation. In our 
circumstances there was no time for casuistry. 

Almost from the beginning we had sought to keep 
up our courage by the use of Scripture texts. They 
were usually supplied by a Mrs. Jones, and I posted 
them at the gate-house, hoping they might catch the 
eye of some who had little time for Scripture reading. 
One day she handed me a text which she said was 
selected for her by Mrs. Conger, who met with it in 
her daily reading. We were all struck with its adap- 
tation to the circumstances in which we were then 
placed, It was as follows : 

‘*We would not have you ignorant, brethren, of 
our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were 
pressed out of measure above strength, insomuch that 
we despaired even of life ; butwe had the sentence of 
death in ourselves that we should not trust in our- 
selves, but in God which raiseth the dead, who deliv- 
ered us from so great a death, and doth deliver. In 
whom we trust that he will yet deliver us. Ye also, 
helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift be- 
stowed upon us by the means of many persons, thanks 
may be given by many on our behalf’’ (2 Cor. 1 : 8-11). 

To some of the ladies the bursting of shells and 
crackling of small arms, if not music, was yet not 
without a stimulating effect. On the first shots, Miss 
Conger, who was suffering from nervous prostration, 
threw herself into her father’s arms, and wept-con- 
vulsively. At the next attack she bore the ordeal 
with perfect composure. As the siege went on, the 
daily fusillades appeared to act upon her nerves like 
a necessary tonic. She grew stronger from day to 
day, and at the end of the siege she seemed to have 
obtained a complete cure,—a thing which she had 
sought in vain by an ocean voyage. 


A Tribute to Mr. and Mrs. Conger 


Within the British Legation I was transferred from 
the table of Mrs. Squiers to that of Mr. Conger, 
both families occupying only a part of the small 
house of the legation doctor. Had I been her brother, 
I could not have been treated with more affectionate 
kindness than I received at her hands and those of 
the minister. Calm, resolute, hopeful, and, as Pope 
says, ‘‘mistress of herself, though China fall,”’ a 
devout Christian, too, though tinged with the idealism 
of Bishop Berkeley, Mrs. Conger is one of the most 
admirable women it has been my privilege to know. 

The United States has had in Peking no worthier 
representative than Major Conger. A soldier through 
all the War of Secession, he met this outbreak with a 
fortitude and good sense, pre-eminently conspicuous. 
A man of broad sympathies, and deep insight into 
Chinese life and character (especially after the expe- 
rience of the siege), it is well that he has been in- 
trusted, in a large measure, with the negotiations 
looking to a final settlement. 

** A Limited Omnipresence ”’ 

Charged with the duty of inspecting the passes of 
Chinese coming and going between the legations, my 
post was at the gate over which the British flag waved 
so proudly (and there, through the whole siege, I 
passed my days from 5 A. M. until 8 or 9 P. M.). 


Copyright, 1000, by the Fleming H. Revell Co. 


Editer’s Note.—Fifty years ago Dr. Martin went to China 
as a missionary of the American Presbyterian Church. 
After nineteen years of devoted labor for the religious and 
educational life of China, he was made President of the 
Imperial College at Peking, in which position he served for 
twenty-five years. After a brief sojourn in America on account 
of ill-health he returned to China, and assisted in founding the 
International Institute. In 1898 the Emperor offered him the 
Presidency of the Imperial University, established at Peking. 
He accepted the post, and held it until the recent uprising. 
He was within the walls of Peking during the entire siege. 
By virtue of his position Dr. Martin was in constant contact 
with the highest officials of the Empire, and, with the excep- 
tion of perhaps a single English official, no other foreigner 
has been so highly regarded by the Chinese. 

The present account of the siege appears ina book by Dr. 
Martin, just being published by the Revell Company, entitled 
*The Siege in Peking."’ 
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Never did it wave more proudly than during those 
days when, beneath its ample folds, it gave asylum 
to the ministers of eleven legations and to people of 
fourteen nationalities. Never was the pre-eminent 
position of Great Britain more conspicuous, —a posi- 
tion in keeping with her history in the opening of 
China, and the paramount influence which she has 
exerted on the commerce and politics of that empire. 

Whenever I had occasion to leave the gate during 
those long summer days, I usually requested Dr. 
Arthur Smith to take my place as inspector of passes. 
He always spent much time sitting by my side, at- 
tracted not so much by the charms of my conversa- 
tion as by the opportunity which that post afforded for 
observing the life and manners of many nationalities. 
His conversation I greatly enjoyed, and I found that 
even the gravity of our situation failed to repress his 
flow of genial humor. A search of family records 
would probably show that one of his lineal ancestors 
was named Sidney. 

Pointing to Professor Gamewell, as he sped to and 
fro on his bicycle inspecting our defense works, he 
exclaimed that ‘that man seems to be a limited 
omnipresence.’’ 


Catholics and Protestants in Whole-Souled Union 


My post was a vantage-ground for observation, and 
one of the deepest impressions made upon me was by 
seeing men of all nationalities passing to and fro co- 
operating for the common weal. It presented a fore- 
taste of that union which, we trust, may be realized 
in the coming millennium, with this difference, that 
then the nations shall ‘‘learn war no more.’’ The 
lines of creed and nationality appeared to be oblit- 
erated. An orthodox Russian priest filled sand-bags 
or dug trenches side by side with a Roman Catholic 
or Protestant missionary. Often did I converse with 
the Catholic missionaries of France, and I felt myself 
irresistibly drawn to them by their spirituality and 
devotion. : 

Among the Roman Catholic missionaries, one white- 
haired father especially attracted my attention. [| 
had seen him walking on the bank of the canal amidst 
a shower of bullets, apparently courting death, yet in 
words he expressed the hope of rescue. 

The morning of our deliverance he grasped my 
hand, and, looking up with streaming eyes, exclaimed, 
‘*Te Deum, Te Deum, Laudamus!’’ Setting off 
alone without escort to carry the good news to the 
bishop at the northern cathedral, he was shot dead 
en route by some enemy in ambush. 


Thirty Dollars a Day for Invented News ! 


One of our greatest privations was the want of 
newspapers. Not merely were we without intelli- 
gence from the great world beyond the sea,—we were 
for the most part in absolute ignorance as to what was 
going on outside of our own walls. From time to 
time we sought to remedy this state of things by en- 
deavoring in one way or another to get a glimpse, by 
means of messengers let down at night, as Paul was in 
a basket from the wall of Damascus, or by purchasing 
intelligence from our enemies. 

In this last way Colonel Shiba considered himself 
peculiarly fortunate in finding a man who gave him 
daily intelligence of the approach of our relief. One 
day they had reached Lang Fang ; another, they had 
got to Chang Kia Wan, and, after passing five or six 
stations, it seemed as if they were just about to reach 
Peking, when he felt it necessary to turn them about 
and make them fall back a stage or two, in order to 
keep up the flow of remuneration. He was paid some 
thirty dollars a day for this cheering news. Needless 
to say that for the whole of it he had drawn on his 
imagination. 

“ They are Coming! ”’ 

On August 14th, after midnight, a sentry burst 
into our sleeping-room, calling aloud, ‘‘They are 
coming !°” 



















































VOL. 42, NO. 49 


The Minister and myself arose and rushed out into 
the open air, not requiring time to put on our clothes, 
for we had never put them off. True enough, we 
heard the playing of machine-guns on the outside of 
the city. Never was music so sweet. We awakened 
the ladies. They also listened. The news spread 
from one building to another, until all were under the 
open sky listening to the playing of those guns, as the 
women at Lucknow listened to the bagpipes of Have- 
lock’s Highlanders. Overwhelmed with joy, some 
impulsive ladies threw themselves on each other's 
necks and wept aloud. 

The next morning, at ten o’ clock,” the great gates of 
the legation were thrown open, and in came a com- 
pany of ntounted Sihks, perhaps the finest cavalry I 
ever beheld, and with their long spears and high 
turbans they appeared the handsomest men on whom 
my eyes had ever rested. So, perhaps, by the mag- 
nifying effect of time and circumstance, they appeared 
to all of us as the vanguard of the army of relief. 
They had come in through the water-gate, by which 
the passage would have been impossible but for the 
occupation of the wall by our marines. 

The rest of our troops, of various nationalities, en- 
tered later in the day by the great front gate, the key 
of which Mr. Squiers, acting as chief of staff to Sir 
Claude MacDonald, had captured from the flying 
enemy. He, too, is one of the heroes of the siege. 
Many others there are whose names I cannot here 
mention, though they deserve to be recorded indelibly 
on the roil of fame. 

Deeply sensible of the difficulties attending the 
march on Peking, and knowing, as I did not then, 
the cost in precious lives which that expedition for 
our rescue required, I have no words sufficient to ex- 
press my admiration or my gratitude. Let me close 
by the expression of one wish ; namely, that those 
forces will not be withdrawn until full security is ob- 
tained against the recurrence of a similar outburst of 
pagan ferocity. 

The day following, we did not forget to express our 
thanks to a higher Power, meeting in the open air, 
where, after the reading of Te Deum Laudamus by 
by the British chaplain, Dr. Arthur Smith pronounced 
a discourse, in which he pointed out ten particulars 
showing the finger of God in our rescue. He might 
have extended them to a hundred. 
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Cole’s Hill 
By Sarah Avery Faunce 


“ Of these 100 persons which came over in this first ship together, 
the greater halfe dyed in the general mortality, and most of them in 2 
or three monthes time.””—Governor Bradford's Manuscript. 


Most, if not all, of these were buried on Cole’s Hill, at whose foot 
stands Plymouth Rock itself, the burial-ground on Burial (or Fort) 
Hill not coming into use until some years later. At the opening of 
spring, 1621, fearing that the Indians would discover how far their 
little company was depleted, and so plot fresh ravages, the Pilgrims 
leveled the graves of their beloved dead, and planted a crop of corn, 
which soon hid their losses from unfriendly eyes.—Tue Eprror. 


ILENT and stern, at many a midnight hour, 
That sad procession brought its shrouded dead, 
To sleep within the keeping of the Hill, 
On whose strong arm they first were comforted, 


Not with the marble’s gleaming epitaph 
The living remnant marked the sacred place, 
But with the corn, whose quick, deluding growth 
Should wave defiance in the foeman’s face. 


Life but repeats their story. Lurking foes 

Spy out each buried hope, each weakened will, 
To give the coward thrust and lay us low, 

A conquered race, to be their vassals still. 


Shrink not, supine, from evil, but go forth 
Unfaltering with the fertile seed of cheer, 

Whose plenteous harvest all thy loss shall hide, 
And yield thee courage strong to vanquish fear. 

Then, though it be not thine by birth to trace 
The tie of kinship on a Pilgrim scroll, 

A high-born cheer, sown o’er defeat, shall prove 
Thy right to claim their ancestry of soul. 
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G. Campbell Morgan: Evangelist- 
Successor to D. L. Moody 
By Teunis S. Hamlin, D.D. 


HE newspapers have announced the coming of 
this already famous English minister to North- 
field as the ‘‘successor to Mr. Moody.'’ This state- 
ment is entirely misleading. In the school work Mr. 
Moody has able and competent successors in his son 
William, his son-in-law, Mr. Fitt, and his son Paul, 
now a senior at Yale. Each school has a fully orga- 
nized board of trustees, and all the affairs at North- 
field, as well as at the Chicago Institute, are in 
excellent hands. 

Mr. Morgan is to succeed Mr. Moody in evangelis- 
tic work, though on somewhat different lines. From 
Northfield as a well-established and world-known 
center, he will engage in evangelism throughout the 
country, as largely as possible in connection with the 
churches, and quite distinctively among Christians, 
with a view to the deepening of the spiritual life. 
This has been upon his heart for some years, and he 
has been waiting for unmistakable divine leading. 
He has not felt drawn to even the very important pas- 
torates that have sought him, but has said that, 
under right conditions, evangelism in the United 
States seemed to him to offer a very wide field of 
usefulness. It is a happy event for our American 
Christianity that he now sees the way clear to come 
to us. 

The first impression made by Mr. Morgan is not 
favorable. He is very tall, very thin, and very plain. 
There is a nervous twitching about the face. His 
eyes in repose are rather dull and heavy. His 
clothes are ill-fitting and carelessly worn. He has 
nothing about him that suggests the clergyman, the 
scholar, or fhe orator. 

When he rises to speak, however, he becomes ani- 
mated, and, as he goes on, transformed, and almost 
iransfigured. His gestures are too numerous, and 
rather awkward. His voice is too guttural at times, 
and one feels that he is needlessly irritating his 
throat ; yet he has good compass, enunciates well, 
and is hence perfectly audible, and his manner is, on 
the whole, decidedly impressive. I carries the con- 
viction of absolute sincerity and red-hot earnestness. 
He is direct without being personal, and intense with- 
out a suspicion of ranting. In rhetoric and logic as 
well as in manner Mr. Morgan is an orator, with capa- 
bilities of very high and moving eloquence. 

He is a master of pure, terse, idiomatic English, with 
frequent epigrams and happy turns of thought and 
expression. A fine humor, very fascinating in pri- 
vate, is conscientiously repressed in the pulpit, though 
occasionally it bursts out with good effect, and never 
to the impairment of reverence. ‘‘The proverb, 
‘God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb,’ is untrue, 
because God does not shear the lamb. Man inter- 
feres, and then expects God to counteract his med- 
dling.’’ Picturing the choice of Lot, and God's later 
saying to Abraham that the land east and west and 
north and south is his, Mr. Morgan represents Abra- 


ham as replying, ‘‘ But, Lord, that includes Lot's 
portion.’’ «Yes, I know ; but that will revert to you. 
Lot's title is invalid.’ -And after the destruction of 


Sodom, ‘‘ What did Lot lose? It has never been 
known His bank-book was buried."’ 

In a sermon on the stilling of the storm on Galilee, 
Mr. Morgan pictures Christ in the place of peace, 
safety, and repose on the mountain, and, most vividly, 
the disciples in the place of obedience and duty, 
which proves to be the place of extreme peril, then 
asks, ‘* And where is Christ? Coming!'’ It is impos- 
sible to describe the power of that word. It thrilled 
every auditor in every nerve. 

But Mr. Morgan's great power lies in marvelous 
insight into the meaning of the Holy Scriptures. 
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Here he has positive genius. It is not the fantastic 
method of attaching an extraordinary meaning to the 
plainest historical or biographical statement ; nor the 
misleading method of making every accessory of a 
parable, for instance, convey some eternal truth ; nor 
the dishonest method of reading one’s own notions 
into the sacred text. Every hearer realizes that Mr. 
Morgan is earnestly trying to know what the written 
word really means, and that, in the effort, he sees 
with penetrating intellect, and with divinely illumined 
spirit, far into the deep things of God. 

He has been most heard in America in sermons to 
Christians, and this, it may be presumed, will be his 
chief line of work in the future. But he is equally 
strong and effective in preaching to the impenitent, —a 
combination of talents decidedly rare and precious. 
A sermon at Northfield, on a Sunday evening, on 
‘« Hardened by the Deceitfulness of Sin,’’ was justly 
described by a young collegian as ‘‘inexorable.’’ Mr. 
Morgan has done much of this evangelizing in Eng- 
land, and with notable success. 

It is always a question whether British ministers, 
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coming to the United States, will Americanize. They 
must, if they are to be really useful. The experience 
in this matter has been decidedly varied. It has 
been, however, almost wholly in the pastorate, which 
is far more exacting in this respect than evangelism, 
as the relation between pastor and people is so much 
closer and more continuous. Mr. Morgan is an 
adaptable man. He is broad-minded, a true cosmo- 
politan. It is to be hoped and believed that he will 
not needlessly cross national customs, beliefs, or even 
prejudices. He will need to abbreviate his sermon by 
nearly or quite half. But few, if any, other changes 
are obviously necessary. His intense type of piety 
will be quite at home here. He will understand and 
appreciate our humor. He is already acquainted 
with our politics, literature, and, to some extent, with 
our churches, Those who have heard and known 
him at Northfield and elsewhere have hearts already 
warm, and open hands already extended to him. He 
will make friends everywhere. And all who long for 
a deeper spiritual life in our churches will bid Mr, 
Morgan an American Christian welcome. 
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What the Doll for Franz’s Baby Taught Me 


By Elizabeth Harrison 
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ARLYLE speaks somewhere of ‘‘ the inar- 
ticulate shriek of a human soul.’’ There 
are silent songs as well as mute groans in 
the human heart. All melody is not setto 
note, all music is not sung in measured time. Some 
of it, unwritten, is lived by quiet souls. But we must 
attune our hearts as well as our ears, if we would catch 
its low, sweet tones. If we want to hear this silent 
music, we must live music as well as sing it. 
el 

Miss Mattie and her ‘assistant had been busy for 
the past two weeks or more, using every spare mo- 
ment to finish off the odds and ends of the children’s 
work (making sewing-cards into needlebooks, weav- 
ing mats into fancy baskets, pasting dear, clumsily 
folded rosettes of paper on to pasteboard picture- 
frames), giving the added touch which would trans- 
form the children’s first real efforts at hand work into 
objects of use and beauty for their Christmas offerings 
in homes that, alas ! too often were destitute of orna- 
ment or brightness. 

The school authorities of Charlotteville had not yet 
awakened to the inestimable value of guiding and de- 
veloping the first formative years of the child's life. 
But the intuitions in the hearts of the Mothers’ Club 
were quicker than the intellects of the school authori- 
ties, or was it the love for their own children that had 
overflowed until it touched the children of humanity, 
—‘‘God's children’’? I know not. Let the intro- 
spective psychologist tell us what ‘‘intuition’’ is, 
and then define for us the origin of ‘‘ mother-love."’ 
Perhaps then I can answer. 

Whatever the source of the impulse, it had ripened 
into deed, and they had established a free kindergar- 
ten for the children of this destitute neighborhood, 
and Miss Mattie had been for three months queen of 
a kingdom of Joy, and had ruled over loyal, loving 
subjects,—fifty as true hearts as ever beat in the 
Sweden, Germany, Denmark, Bohemia, or Africa of 
their forefathers. It was a motley crowd, and the 
psychological psychologist would have noted some 
misshapen heads, and ears that stood significantly 
far away from their proper position, and would have 
glanced dubiously at feeble thumbs and hollow chests. 
But to Miss Mattie they were‘ the dear, dear chil- 
dren,’’ and the big mother-heart that throbbed in her 
small body was as proud as are other mother-hearts 
when she reviewed her children’s hand work hanging 
on the Christmas tree. 





For the divine Christmas joy that had welled up 
in the hearts of Mothers’ Club had refused to be 
confined to their small family circles, so they had 
bought a Christmas tree, and had sent it over to Miss 
Mattie and her brood. The children of the kinder- 
garten, inspired by her spirit of love, had worked 
earnestly and eagerly to trim the tree with strings of 
snowy popcorn and crimson berries ; and as, one by 
one, their simple presents were finished, they had 
been hung upon the low boughs of the precious tree. 
Each childish heart was glad with the thought that, 
when all was ready, mother would leave wash-tub 
and cook-stove, and come, by Miss Mattie’s invita- 
tion, to see the wonderful tree and hear the Christmas 
songs, and, best of all, receive the gifts made by pa- 
tient, unskilled hands,—//e7ir gifts, their very own. 
This was enough. But then you must remember 
they were not accustomed to too much joy at once. 

However, the hearts of the Mothers’ Club had not 
rested satisfied with sending over the Christmas tree. 
They also provjded a doll for each of the little girls, 
and a picture-book for each of the boys. Miss Mattie 
and her assistant had labored valiantly to make the 
room as neat and as attractive as was possible in a 
locality where dirt and grime seemed a component 
part of everything. 

ee 

The long-anticipated morning had come The 
Christmas songs had been sung, the Christmas story 
had been told, and the Christmas presents made by 
the children had been proudly distributed among the 
mothers, with here and there a German or a Jewish 
father, into whose head had entered the idea that he 
too might possibly have something to do with his 
small child's festival. 

And now c.ime the surprise for the little givers. 
Suddenly, from the closet was brought forth a large 
covered basket, and out of it came the dolls and the 
picture-books. Quickly, with happy smiles and glee- 
ful words, they were distributed among the astonished 
children. Five-year-old Franz held his picture-book 
in his hand, but his eyes were anvious as they fol- 
lowed Miss Mattie flitting back and forth from the 
huge basket to the circle of children. At last he 
could stand the suspense no longer, and burst forth 
with the words, ‘‘Ain't one of them dolls for my 
baby, Miss Mattie? She's never had a doll yet !"’ 

Miss Mattie hesitated. No doh had been pro- 
vided for Franz’s baby sister. Besides, where would 
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the precedent end? They could not supply Christ- 
mas toys for all the children of that end of town. 

Franz saw the hesitancy. He had no thought of 
defeat. ‘‘ Here, take this here book back, and gi’ 
me one of them dolls,’’ he said in a determined tone. 

Miss Mattie tried to explain that she could not do 
that, as there were just dolls enough to go round, and 
that some little girl would have to go without a doll if 
she gave him one to take home to ‘‘ his baby.’’ But 
each effort at explanation was met with the protest, 
‘* But she ain't got no doll.’’ 

The look of hopeless disappointment which came 
on his face as he saw the last doll given out caused 
Miss Mattie to register a vow that never again would 
she have a Christmas celebration without an extra 
doll or two. 

At that moment there was a knock upon the door, 
and a package was handed in. ‘This time the fact 
was rival to the fairy tale, for, on being opened, it 
was found to contain a story-book and a flaxen-haired 
doll dressed as an infant, together with a note from 
one of the ladies of the club apologizing for her tar- 
diness in sending her contribution, stating that she 
had forgotten whether she was to provide a doll or a 
book, so had sent both. Was it providential, or was 
it a mere chance, that this extra doll should have 
been sent in? It seemed to Miss Mattie as if some 
angel had brought it in answer to her unconscious 
prayer. With a radiant face she handed it to little 
Franz, assuring him that it was for ‘‘ his baby.’’ She 
could scarcely make him understand that he did not 
have to give up his picture-book in exchange for it. 

At last the end came to the Christmas service 
(the word slipped from my pen, but that morning's 
celebration was as truly a Christmas worship as if 
anthems had been sung or mass chanted). Franz, 
along with the rest of the happy children, trudged off 
home with his book under his arm and the doll 
pressed close to his heart. Could some artist have 
caught and put upon canvas that round-cheeked face 
with the expression it wore when it looked proudly 
down upon the yellow-haired doll in his arms, that 
artist's fame would have been made. Such glimpses 
of the spark divine in her children's faces were Miss 
Mattie’s richest reward, is ever the reward of the 
woman who lives near to children’s hearts. 

# 

Next day, as she walked down street with the sweet 
sense of duty well done and freedom well earned for a 
week at least, she thought again and again of Franz’s 
face as she had last seen it. She had planned to 
give this first afternoon of her vacation to a Beethoven 
concert. As she was waiting on the corner for the 
street-car, she suddenly became aware of a mysteri- 
ous tugging at her dress skirt. She started and looked 
down. There stood Franz, his great blue eyes look- 
ing up roguishly into her face as he said: ‘‘I know 
where you are goin’. You are comin’ to see my 
baby hold that doll.'" There was a tone of perfect 
assurance in his voice as he continued: ‘‘ You just 
o't ter see how she holds it. Come along,’’ he added, 
as he slipped his hand into hers. ‘‘’Tain’t more 
than four blocks from here.*’ 

A look of astonishment came as he saw that Miss 
Mattie was hesitating. ‘* You can see all my things,’’ 
he added anxiously, by way of extra inducement. 
«« They are all hanging on the wallL"’ 

The Beethoven concert weighed in the balance 
with the face that now looked up beseechingly into 
hers. Concerts would come again, but Franz’s faith 
in her love might never be restored. So she reso- 
lutely said, ** Yes, Franz, 1 am going over to see your 
baby and her new doll.’’ The rapture that shone on 
the small round face more than repaid her for the 
lost concert. 

Together the two passed rapidly down one of those 
cross streets that lead directly from the homes of 

the well-to-do to the homes of the poor. In a 
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few moments they were greeting the beloved baby, 
with the precious doll hugged close in her arms, 
The young kindergartner scarcely knew whether 
to laugh or cry as she watched Franz hover over 
the child, utterly forgetting self in the delight of 
witnessing the little sister's pleasure. And there 
came a slight sensation of choking when she noticed 
that each bit of hand work which Franz had done in 
the kindergarten was carefully pinned on to the dingy 
wall A few grateful words from the shy mother 
showed that her labor of love had gone beyond the 
boy, and had entered the life of the overtaxed but 
loving-hearted woman, and had evidently given it an 
added bit of sunshine. 


As Miss Mattie walked home in the gathering twi- ° 


light, think you that she envied any society queen in 
her box at the afternoon's concert? In her heart was 
welling up a sweeter music far than opera or concert 
could have given her, and its notes were accompanied 
by a silent hymn: ‘* Father, I thank thee! I thank 
thee ! I thank thee !’ 
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Such incidents as this are quietly going on all over 
our land, and yet there are child-study sages who tell 
us that ‘‘altruism does not begin to develop in a 
child until the period of adolescence,’’ and that ‘‘a 
young child under s*x years of age is incapable of deep 
attachments, as he dwells in immediate sensation.’’ 
And there are cynics who speak of the dull, monoto- 
nous life of a teacher ! 

They seem to forget that love begets love, that an 
atmosphere of love causes love to spring up im a 
child’s heart as surely as seeds spring up when the 
sunshine pours upon them, and that to love and _be- 
get love is the greatest privilege life has to offer. 

When shall we come unto an understanding of the 
really great things in education, and stop pottering 
over the petty things? Let us teach our normal stu- 
dents more faith in the divine nature in the heart of 
man. The most important lesson that a teacher has 
to learn is that love ‘‘ beareth all things, believeth all 
things, Aopeth all things, endureth all things,’’ and 
that ‘‘ love never faileth.’’ 





Making Children’s Birthdays Mean Something 


By William D. Murray 


Bg of the most useful as well as most attractive 
features in the work of the primary department 
is the birthday service, whether we consider the effect 
upon the child, the school, the home, or the teacher. 
It usually consists in the deposit, by the child, in a 
special birthday box, of as many pennies as he is 
years old, while the other children sing an appropriate 
hymn, and this is followed by a prayer by the leader, 
and the gift of a birthday letter to the child. It is 
about the form of these letters that I wish to write, 
for they are, in my opinion, a most important element 
in the service. I have tried, in my own case, to 
make each letter personal, attractive, and helpful. 

I use every device I can think of to make them at- 
tractive. For very little folks I have used pictures of 
baby faces, little boys and girls, etc., pasting on the 
letter, at irregular intervals, one picture for each of 
the child's years. I am constantly on the lookout, 
too, for pictures suitable for birthday letters, and 
when I find one,—often in an advertisement,—I cut 
it out and put it in my collection, to be used at an 
appropriate season or occasion. My little five-year- 
old boy often brings me a picture which he thinks 
we could use. A lot of such pictures, beautifully col- 
ored, not long ago illustrated an article on children in 
Harper's Magazine. Several were of children getting 
up and going to bed. These were fine to begin and end 
a letter with. Sometimes a picture will illustrate some 
incident in the child's life. 

A form of letter much enjoyed by my little folks is 
made by drawing on the first page the front of a 
house, covering the-entire sheet. I put in as many 
doors and Windows as the child is years old, and, by 
cutting, make the doors and shutters to open. Di- 
rectly opposite each opening, on the other sheet of 
the letter, I paste a baby or a boy or girl. One of the 
boy pictures I use is of a little fellow carrying a birth- 
day cake. Heoften appears when the door is opened. 
Instead of pasting pictures, they may be drawn, and, 
when one cannot draw well, it is easy to copy some 
simple picture, and the same one may be drawn any 
number of times. I use also the Brownie rubber 
stamps. Endless variations and combinations are 
possible with them. 

In the spring I have illustrated my letters with 


pussy-willow cats, and a good many children have re- 
ceived pictures of cats, seated on fences, making 
appropriate remarks. Another letter, which the chil- 
dren enjoyed, was one in which, all across the top of 
the front page, I drew a picture of children looking 
over a fence, and on the reverse side drew the backs 
of the same children. I put in one spectator for each 
year of the child’s age, and let each spectator have 
something to say about the birthday. 

Then there is the looking-glass letter,—a letter 
written so that only when it is held before a mirror 
does the writing appear in its proper form. An ex- 
ample of such a letter will be found in the ‘+ Life and 
Letters of Lewis Carroll.’’ Another interesting form 
is to write the scholar’s name in full, in pencil, in 
large letters, across the sheet of paper, and then write 
the letter itself in ink, in a small hand, following the 
outline of the name. When the ink is dry, erase the 
pencil-marks, and the letter itself spells the scholar’s 
name. Or the book, chapter, and number of some 
favorite verse may be used for the outline, and then 
the letter is a reference which the child is apt to re- 
member. 

We are fortunate in having several sets of twins in 
our primary department. Two of the twins were very 
much entertained, a short time ago, by a letter written 
on two sheets of paper, each sheet enclosed in its own 
envelope and addressed to one of the twins. But the 
letter was a joint one ; that is, in order to read it, 
they had to read first a word in one letter, and then a 
word in the other, and then back to the first one, and 
so back and forth to the end. 

At Thanksgiving time | used for an envelope a card 
like a postal, having on one side the picture of a boy 
with a bag over his shoulder, out of which stuck a 
pair of turkey’s legs. The bag was real, made of 
paper, and was tied around the mouth with real 
string, which ran through the boy's hand, fastening 
in a knot on the other side of the card. The letter 
was put into the bag. 

My purpose in preparing the letiers in these attrac- 
tive forms is to make them carry the birthday message 
farther and deeper. In themselves they are nothing, 
but they show, even to little children, that somebody 
leves them, and wants them to hear the message of 
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the love of Jesus. Being in attractive form, they are 
read oftener, and more people are talked to by them. 
Occasionally ! take the opportunity to say something 
to the child’s parents, and I always make the letter a 
letter to that particular child. We sometimes see 
* birthday letters advertised,—a pad of fifty for twenty- 
five cents. 
wife. 


I would as soon buy a pad of letters to my 
I find the children recognize personal letters, 
and they like it if the mother and father or the other 
children in the family are mentioned ; they seem to 
feel the dignity of being entrusted with a message. 

Sometimes people say, ‘‘ When do you get time for 
all this ?'’ It does take time. ' I have spent a whole 
evening preparing two letters. But we can always 
get time for the things we really want to do. The joy 
the letters bring into little lives, and the sweet mes- 
sages they can carry, more than repay us. And these 
are God's little ones to whom we write. Nothing is 
too good for them, ‘‘for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.’’ Only the other day one of my pussy- 
willow letters found the little fellow to whom it went 
sick in bed. I didn’t know he was ill. He wanted 
to get right up and answer it, they told me, and he 
was, they said, perceptibly brightened by receiving a 
letter that was his own. One boy, no longer in the 
primary department, wanted to know if he could not 
put his money in the birthday box, 
one of those letters,’’ he said. 

At the end of the year we sent our birthday offer- 
ings to the local hospital, asking that it be used for 
some child patient. The kind letter received from 
the treasurer was read to the school, and then, in ad- 
dition to all else that had been accomplished, we felt 
that we had done some good to other children. 


‘*T want to get 
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The “ Primary’s” Christmas Party 
for the Mothers 


By Lee McCrae 


T HAS become the custom in our Sunday-school, 
as in many others, to give a party during the 
holidays to the children of the primary department, 
at which they are entertained by their teachers, while 
the mothers who come sit by as spectators. This 
year we intend to reverse the situation, and have the 
children give a party for their mamas. 

We will tell them about it as a great secret that they 
must keep for a week, then the next Sunday they will 
be given written invitations to carry home. With 
charming self-confidence, they will assume the respon- 
sibility of entertaining their guests, and we will make 
out a long program of recitations and songs, some 
pertaining to Christmas, some not. Even among such 
little children nowadays can be found those who play 
the piano or sing alone, and they do it with less em- 
barrassment and far less coaxing than their older 
brothers and sisters. 

This program, though unrehearsed and full of 
breaks, will please the guests nevertheless ; but if a 
more elaborate one, with pretty tableaux, can be 
arranged, it will have a most appreciative audience. 

When the time for lunch comes, the mothers will 
be asked to sit down on thé little red chairs around 
the long, low table, decorated with sprigs of holly, 
and lighted by red candles, where the children 
usually served on such occasions. 

The children will form in line, and, passing through 
the serving-room, each will be given a plate, with its 
dish of cream and cake already on it, to carry to his 
or her mother. 


are 


This arrangement lets each have a 
part, and will do away with the jealousy that would 
arise were we to appoint waiters. 

Those whose mothers failed to come will spend this 
time in a class-room, where one of the teachers will 


have an attractive game for them to play. Here, too, 


will be the younger brothers and sisters, as, where 
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there are two of a family in the department (we have 
several pairs), the older one will serve while the baby 
joins in the game. All this must be understood by 
the children beforehand, so there will be no confusion 
or tears at the time. 

After the mothers are served, the children can sit 
down, and the teachers will wait upon them. 

The object of this plan is twofold. The ladies will 
be apt to get well acquainted while in this lowly posi- 
tion, and make it a very informal mothers’ -meeting. 
Then it will teach the little people, indirectly, yet 
forcibly, the pleasure of serving, the joy of pleasing 
others instead of coming to be pleased. 

The advisability of introducing any of their Sunday 
work has not been fully decided, but as it is a week- 
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day party, fuli of Christmas jollity, concert recitations 
of Scripture would hardly be in place, especially 
mixed with the Mother Goose speeches they are apt 
to give ; besides, | fear it would seem like making a 
show of the very things we teach as sacred. How- 
ever, we will sing some of the happy songs they like 
and can sing best. 

As special guests, we expect to invite the Cradle 
Roll babies and their mamas. These babies are 
often talked about, and their names are put upon the 
blackboard with those of our other ‘‘ new scholars ;"' 
so their coming on this occasion will please the chil- 
dren better than so many big dollies, and help us to 
make this the best, we hope, of many happy Christ- 
mas parties, 


a. AT HOME 








My Little Hump Toad 
By Elizabeth Polhemus 


NE evening in April, when the toads were all 
going down to the lake to lay their eggs, 
four large motherly-looking toads and several frisky 
younger ones came hopping along our front walk, 
when, halfway down, they overtook one of their kind 
hitching and dragging itself along in the queerest way. 
They all stopped a moment to watch this queer-acting 
relative, and then hurried down the street. 

The patience and perseverance of the poor creature 
was wonderful. After working hard for fifteen min- 
utes, she had moved about three feet. On looking 
closely, I found the toad was hump-backed, and could 
not use its hind legs. Sad and disappointed, it had 
been left behind, and, worst of all, not a toad had felt 
sorry enough to stop and say a kind word. 

Picking the tired, discouraged little thing up, I ran 
after the other toads. We soon caught up with the 
procession, and, following them, I placed my charge 
with the others on the edge of the water, where hun- 
dreds of toads were making a soft, trilling noise that 
can be heard a long distance. When they make this 
noise, a large white bubble swells out under their 
chin. 

In two days the toads had laid their eggs, and be- 
gan to come back. I found my hump-toad a few feet 
from where I had put herin. Carrying her home, I 
put her under a stone in the rockery. All summer 
leng I have watched, watered, and fed her. 
as she hears 


As soon 
out pops her head to be 
I had read that toads only eat at night. 
My toad eats any time in the day that I will feed it. 
I stick a stiff broom-wisp in a fly or spider, hold it in 
front of her mouth, snap! it goes down. 
she ate fifty rose-bugs at a meal. 


my step, 


sprinkled. 


One day 
I found there was 
not an insect or worm too hairy, prickly, poisonous, 
or bad smelling, for a toad to relish. 

Toads are not handsome; they are such soft, 
pudgy, dull-colored looking things. But God made 
them look like a lump of dirt so the insects that they 
feed on would come close to their mouths without 
seeing them, and so that they can the better hide 


from the ducks, hawks, owls, crows, and snakes that 
love to eat them. 

Now that the winter has come, and my little hump 
toad, with.all the other toads, hides away, I shall miss 
her, and eagerly watch for her return in the spring. 
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The Angels’ Song 
By Lucy G. Stock 


HE little town of Bethlehem 
All calm and silent slept, 
While shepherds o’er Judea's hills 
Their lonely vigils kept. 
High-overhead the stars looked down 
Through all that peaceful night, 
And shed upon the hills below 
The radiance of their light. 


Lo! suddenly the sky grew bright, 
The air was filled with song, 

For down from heaven to earth there came 
A white-robed angel throng. 

The shepherds raised their heads to catch 
The tidings, sweet and clear, 

Of love and joy and “ peace on earth,” 
And to all men good cheer. 


“In:yonder town of Bethlehem 
Is born to you this day 
A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord,— 
Go seek him while you may. 
And this to you shall be the sign, 
In lowly cattle-stall, 
All wrapped in swaddling clothes, you'll find 
The Saviour of us all.” 


*“ To God on high be glory given,” 
Again the angels sang. 
With “ peace on earth and sweet good-will ” 
The hills of Juda rang. 
“ To God on high be glory given 
On this glad Christmas Porn ; 
Peace, peace on earth, good-will to all, 
For Christ the Lord is born.” 
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Holding On by Letting Go 

We get a thought by giving it away. We 
secure our hold on it by letting it go. We never 
really know a truth until we have told it to 
another. The one who gains most in class work 
is the teacher, if he 7s a teacher. ‘This is one of 
the practical paradoxes of our intellectual life, and 
a blessed paradox it is. 


e 


Serving God Safer than Defying God 


Not all work can be done inaday. The 
most important work for to-day is to-day’s work, 
and the most important work for any other day is 
that other day’s work. In the day of rest, rest is 
the most important work. In view of this fact, 
God has so ordered things in nature that a man 
can do more work in six days than in seven, week 
by week. In other words, man can do more at 
any time in serving God than in defying God. 
Therefore let us serve God. 
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Is Death an Interruption ? 

Death can never interrupt a faithful Christian 
life. When we feel the touch upon our shoulder, 
and hear the word whispered in our ear, we may 
be at our work or on a journey, walking the street 
or asleep in our beds, praying at church or fishing 
in the country. What difference does it make ? 
We are trying to please our God in what is our 
Sacred places and times have 
no superior advantage for the dying. Sacredness 
is in the motive of the heart that would do every- 


business just then. 


thing as unto the Lord, dying along with the rest. 
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As heaven is still the glad doing of God’s will, 
where is there any interruption ? 
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Ever Different—Always the Same 

Man changes, yet is always man; God 
changes, yet is always God. God comes to us in 
one way when we need spurring on ; God comes 
to us in another way when we need soothing. A 
man put ‘‘ God is love’’ upon his weather-vane. 
Folks rebuked him, saying that he made God’s love 
as changeable as the wind. ‘‘ Yes,’’ said the man, 
‘*that is just what I mean,—that God is love 
whichever way the wind blows.’’ What the theo- 
logian means by the immutability of God, and the 
Apostle when he says that in him ‘‘is no vari- 
ableness,’’ is not that God cannot change, but 
that all his changes never alter the fact that he is 
perfectly God. As the Apostle hastens to define 
it, in him is no ‘‘ shadow cast by turning,’’—no 
changing for the darker or the worse. God is all 
light, though there may be many colors in his 
shining. In a hundred different ways he comes to 
us, but in his coming he is ever the one and liv- 
ing God. 
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Pain’s Ministry 

Great calamities make us feel our oneness’ 
with those who suffer them. They break down 
the barriers of nationality, class, sect, and party, 
and leave nothing in view but our common human-" 
ity. If there were no pain in the world, and no 
great distresses, we might form about our souls a 
crust of indifference and apathy, For men’s 
prosperity awakens no sympathy. It only magni- 
fies their follies, and makes us think how little 
they deserve the good things of life. It is not to 
the rich and the prosperous that our hearts are 
drawn, but to those who suffer and call to us for 
help. Pain, therefore, is not, as some eye-wise 
philosophers have thought, she evil of human ex- 
istence, but often the means to the greatest good 
to society, while, by calling forth faith in the 
sufferer, it may prove the crown of life to him. 


‘« In the eye of God, 
Pain may have purpose and be justified : 
Man's sense avails only to see, in pain, 
A hateful chance no man but would avert, 
Or, failing, needs must pity. Thanks to God 
And love to man,—from man take these away, 
And what is man worth ?’’ 
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What Are Christmas Cards Good For? 


HAT a nuisance they are! How trouble- 
some! Quite superfluous. How much 
time they absorb! Whata business it is to choose 
them! And then the addresses and stamps! And 
the cards that each Christmas and New Year bring 
in insufficiently stamped, with closed envelopes 
when they should be open, and open when they 
should be closed ! 

All these tones may be heard, and each one of 
us could pick his or her own pet grievance out of 
the chorus of complaints rising up from comfort- 
able fireside corners, as the dark afternoons of No- 
vember and December steal in upon us once more. 
Yet though there are those who grumble (and 
these, perhaps, the laziest, —for busy people mostly 
find time for what they want to do), should we not 
find, were a case made out ‘‘ for and against,’’ 
that a proposal to give up the interchange of these 
friendly annual greetings would be met with a 
storm of indignant protest ? 

At the season when most men’s hearts are soft- 
ened by old associations and memories, these 
pretty little messengers wend their way in and out 
alike of palace and cottage, in fulfilment of their 
humble and graceful mission, on their errand of 
friendship and affection, of gratitude and acknowl- 
edgment of kindness, and there are probably but 
few among us who have not a weakness, acknowl- 
edged or unacknowledged, for them. Very tiny 
tools they are, but their work is subtle, is some- 
times marvelous, bridging over abysses, repairing 
breaches, supplying a stone here and there in the 
building of friendships. They seem almost pos- 
sessed of magnetic faculties in the power they 
have of bringing us into touch with the many from 
whom we are separated by busy lives, as well as 
by the absence or by distance, by estrangements 
or misunderstanding. And is not the thought of 
each other, as we choose and address our Christ- 
mas or New Year card, or recognize the familiar 
handwriting on one we receive, infinitely more 


than worth any little trouble involved, in the thrill 
and warmth it brings to our hearts ? 

Our lives are so full, so hurried, the years slip 
away so rapidly, so unconsciously, that we are 
oftenest surprised to find ourselves at the threshold 
of a new year while our thoughts are clinging to 
-the life just lived through, and many a sudden 
flash of remembrance comes to rouse us through 
the medium of the Christmas or New Year mes- 
sage before we have had time to realize that it is 
our turn to send the messenger on its way. 

And do we not need more wishes for a joyful 
Christmas? Although the blessedness of the fact 
which Christmas celebrates ensures the possibility 
of the presence of a real joy in every Christian 
heart, does it necessarily follow that to every one 
Christmas must be ‘‘merry’’? Are there not 
hundreds of our fellow-men to whom the wish for 
a ‘‘ Merry Christmas’’ must sound like a heart- 
less jest? Ought we not to have more choice in 
wishes for those whom this season (which is so 
particularly a family festival) finds bowed down by 
the contrast of a sorrowful bereavement or separa- 
tion, or under the shadow of a cloud which hides 
for them the light of life? Since all can be joyful 
in the best sense of the word, but not al! can be 
merry or mirthful; could not the one word be 
more often substituted for the other on the at- 
tractive cards which a feeling of delicacy now pre- 
vents us from sending ? 

We have to consider our list. We look down 
the lines of names of the previous year. Some 
must be erased ; their bearers are beyond our 
reach,—another world holds them. We realize it 
with a fresh pang. Then there are some whom 
we feel shy of troubling with our remembrance. 
We think of them, we should like to prove it, but 
we are held back by the fear that, if we send our 
message, the recipients will think they must return 
one, and suddenly it looks to our inner eye like 
an indiscretion on our part. If it is at Christmas 
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time, then we say to ourselves: ‘‘ Better wait and 
see. Should think of me spontaneously, 
and send me a card, then I can send mine for 
New Year, and it will all be right.’’ If the veils 
were lifted which hide our hearts from each other, 
what pathetic things would be revealed in the 
motives which make us act as well in hesitation as 
in resolution! Each name would furnish a little 
history of itsown. There are the most beloved, the 
nearest, the sympathetic acquaintances ; those to 
whom we are greatly indebted ; those to whom 
we owe an acknowledgment of kindness or civility 
received ; those to whom we simply wish to give 
pleasure ; those who we know will look forward to 
the advent of a pretty card as one of the few 
bright moments of the season; the sick and 
suffering ; the far distant, to whom the greeting 
comes as a breath of home air. 

And when we have returned to the cards we 
have received, when we spread before us the 
pretty harvest which the season has brought, it is 
then that we find smiles alternating with tears, a 
laugh with a frown. Each little messenger has its 
own appeal to us. But what shall be said of those 
which ‘are missing ? 





It brings us to a sorrowful 
topic to ask why they are not there. Some 
friends whose writing we miss on the envelopes 
before us have been called away; no visible 
token of their faithful friendship can ever reach 
us again. But there is worse,—our friend lives, 
but we ar* dead to him. We have dropped out 
of his life. The seasons come and go, but there 
is no sign of the old friendship ; it is broken. 
Perhaps there was a faint hope with which we looked 
forward to Christmas, the festival of peace. But 
it too has come and gone, and among the many 
messages of kindness and affection which have 
come to rejoice us this one is wanting. We give 
up the last fond illusion with reluctance, as our 
thoughts wander back to past years. Yet the 
Christmas card that is not there has also its mis- 
sion. It must teach us to bear, te forgive, to be 
faithful and patient, teach us also to accept with- 
out bitterness the stern fact that 


*«If thy love’s deep current 
Many another's far outflows, 
Then thy heart must take forever 
Less than it bestows.’ 


And, since ‘‘memory of things precious keepeth 
warm the heart that once did hold them,’’ let us 
not impoverish ourselves in the attempt to get rid 
of pain by forgetting. Rather will we ‘‘ be strong’’ 
courageously giving entrance to the host of memo- 
ries that press for admittance ; and under their 
spirit-like influences let our hearts say ‘‘Amen’’ 
to the pleading accents of the gifted singer : 


‘For life is one, and in its warp and woof 
There runs a thread of gold that glitters fair, 
And sometimes in the pattern shows most sweet 
Where there are somber colors. 
That we have wept. 


It is true 

But oh ! this thread of gold, 
We would not have it tarnish ; let us turn 

Oft and look back upon the wondrous web, 

And when it shineth sometimes we shall know 
That memory is possession."’ 


‘*When I remember something which I had, 
But which is gone, and I must do without, 
I sometimes wonder how I can be glad. 


. 


It makes me sigh to think on it,—but yet 
My days will not be better days, 
Should I forget.’’ 


Hilprecht Sets Straight the New 
York World and The Independent 


Statements made by Dr. Hilprecht with reference 
to his discoveries on the plains of Babylonia excite 
no little interest, but this interest is often changed to 
wonder when statements are ascribed to him which 
he never made. 


A correspondent in West Virginia 
encloses an account of an alleged interview with Dr. 
Hilprecht, about which he desires information. He 
writes ; 

I enclose herewith a clipping from the New York World of 
November 2, with the startling caption, ‘‘ Library 9,000 Years 
Old.’’ Articles from Dr. Hilprecht frequently appear in The 
Sunday School Times, but I have failed to notice anything 
from his pen claiming such extreme antiquity as this, and I am 
inclined to the opinion that the ‘‘9,o00-year'’ part of it was 
discovered at New York rather than in the ruins of Nineveh. 
I enclose it to you for such comment as you may think will be 
of value to your readers. 


Dr. Hilprecht has already written a statement as to 
his work in the East, which last week had its place in 
these pages ; and he now writes further as to the in- 
quiry of the West Virginia correspondent, who, with 
many others, apparently regards the ruins of Nippur 
and those of Nineveh as identical. 
says : 


Dr. Hilprecht 


From my article appearing in The Sunday School ‘Times of 
December 1, I hope it becomes clear that Nippuris the ancient 
Babylonian name of the city the ruins of which the Expedition 
of the University of Pennsylvania has been exploring for eleven 
years. ‘The Arabs who live around the ruins of Nippur to-day 
call the large mound Nufar. 

These ruins of Nuffar-Niffa(e)r represent what is left of the 
city of Nippur, which played one of the leading ré/es in the 
political and religious life of the earliest inhabitants of Babylo- 
nia,—that is, from the dawn of civilization in Babylonia down 
to about 2200 B.C., when the invading Elamites, to whom 
King Chedorlaomer of Genesis 14 belonged, played terrible 
havoc with Babylonian temples, at the same time destroying 
the influence and power of Nippur for many hundred years. 
In fact, the old city of Nippur never obtained its former lead- 
ing position in Babylonia again. The city of Babylon took its 
place. Babylon became the metropolis of all Babylonia after 
about 2200 B.C., and continued to retain its position, with 
more or less change in the sphere of its influence under the 
last kings of Assyria, until 539 B.C., when it was conquered by 
Gobryas, the general of Cyrus. 

Nippur and Babylon were therefore Babylonian cities, situa- 
ted about two days’ journey from each other, to the south of 
Baghdad. Nineveh, however, was the capital of ancient As- 
syria, situated far to the north of Baghdad. Ancient Nippur 
and ancient Nineveh (explored by Sir Henry Layard) are 
distant from each other about three hundred miles. 

As to the question asked by our correspondent, I should like 
to state the following facts : The rooms of the temple library 
of Nippur, discovered by our expedition, were destroyed by the 
invading Elamites, and ceased therefore to exist about four thou- 
sand years ago. This library contains tablets from the fifth pre- 
Christian millennium down to the end of the third millennium. 
With reasonable certainty we can say that the lowest strata of 
Nippur, twenty to thirty feet below the surrounding desert, go 
as far back as the sixth and seventh millennium B.C. Pos- 
sibly they are even older. So far, at Nippur we have exca- 
vated no written document which is older than the fifth 
millennium. But some day there must be found older cunei- 
form tablets there, which represent the earliest picture writing 
from which the linear writing of the fifth millennium is a later 
development. With all our work and devotion to a great 
cause we have been able to examine only a very, very small 
portion of ancient Nippur, and yet we have obtained nearly 
sixty thousand tablets as the result of all the campaigns. But 
there are many thousand tablets more hidden in Nippur. 
Some day we shall and must get earlier records than we have 
now. 


But the New York World is not the only paper 
which has recently published erroneous or misleading 
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LETTERS 


statements as to Professor Hilprecht’s work. The 
Independent of New York has laid itself open to the 
nécessity of a similar correcting of statements made in 
its columns, upon which Dr. Hilprecht himself com- 
ments as follows : 


Since I have been called upon to answer the very legitimate 
question of the West Virginia correspondent, I take this op- 
portunity to answer another question which of late I have 
been asked repeatedly, concerning certain statements which 
appeared under my name, and also editorially, in The Inde- 
pendent of November 15. I wish to state the following facts : 

1. The article, though it appeared over my name, was not 
written by me for The Independent, but is the result of an in- 
terview for which I had been asked bya reporter of The Inde- 
pendent immediately after my return to this country, in con- 
nection with similar requests from other reporters. At the 
urgent request of this reporter that he might ‘‘be enabled to 
assure the editor of the correctness of the views expressed, 
and of the fact that he really had this interview,’’ I guaranteed 
the accuracy of the contents of my statements, declining, how- 
ever, to have any responsibility for the wording of his notes. 

2. I am, therefore, not responsible for the great mistake 
contained in the article. The number of tablets taken from 
the temple library is not ninety thousand, but nineteen thou 
sand. In another previous interview for a different paper th: 
same reporter understood mc correctly, as his printed repoit 
shows. 

3. The editoria! note in The Independent (p. 2761) is not 
accordance with the facts as published in the official p: 
lications of the ‘‘ Babylonian Expedition of the Universi: 
of Pennsylvania,’’ of which I am editor-in-chief, and whi: 
have been in the hands of the public since 1896. The |: 
dependent states ‘‘the first year's work seemed an utter fail- 
ure ; it found nothing of account.’’ As one of the Assyrio- 
logical experts of the first campaign (Professor R. F. Harpe 
of Chicago being the other), I have published a summary of 
the principal results of that campaign in Volume I, Part 2, of 
my ‘‘Old Babylonian Cuneiform Inscriptions Chiefly from 
Nippur,"’ p. 8, as follows: ‘‘ Trigonometrical survey of the 
ruins and their surroundings, examination of the whole field by 
trial trenches, systematic excavations chiefly at III, V, I, and 
X [certain prominent sections of the ruins]. 
fins examined and photographed. 


Many clay cof- 
Objects carried away : 
Over two thousand cuneiform tablets and fragments (among 
them three dated in the reign of King Ashuretililani of Assyria 
[the first dated tablets of this king, and of fundamental impor- 
tance for the Assyro-Babylonian political conditions after the 
death of Ashurbanapal] ; a number of inscribed bricks, terra- 
cotta brick stamp of Narim-Sin [the first original inscription 
of this ancient king, 3750 B.C., ever brought to Europe or 
America] ; fragment of a barrel cylinder of Sargon of Assyria ; 
inscribed stone tablet [of the fourth millennium] ; several 
fragments of inscribed vases (among them two of King Lugal- 
zaggisi of Erech) [of the fifth millennium] ; door-socket of 
Kurigalzu ; about twenty-five Hebrew bowls ; a large number 
of stone and terra-cotta vases of various sizes and shapes ; 
terra-cotia images of gods and their ancient molds ; 
figurines, and toys in terra-cotta : 


reliefs, 
weapons and utensils in stone 
and metal ; jewelry in gold, silver, copper, bronze, and various 
precious stones; a number of weights, seals, and cylinders, 
etc."’ 

How a campaign producing such important results can 
‘seem an utter failure’ is beyond my comprehension. ‘This 
editorial statement is surely not fair towards the pioneers of 
the first year, who cheerfully gave their time, health, and de- 
votion to the successful work at Nippur. 

4. Itis also incorrect to infer in that ediorial note that the 
temple library was found in the same mound from which, 
‘‘just before the end of the campaign,"’ the Cassite tax-lists 
were taken ‘‘ by the wheelbarrow load."’ On the contrary, it 
was found in a mound far removed from that place, on the other 
side of the Shatt-en-Nil, the very hill which, from the begin 
ning of our excavations in 1889, for strong reasons I had 
pointed out as the probable site of the great temple library. 
Among the letters recently received on this question, I was 
especially pleased to find one from one of my former Assyrio- 
logical students in the University of Pennsylvania, in which 
the latter, of his own account, writes from New England that 
he still remembers the details of a lectuge delivered by me 
many years ago on this question, in which I Se. forth the scien- 
tific reasons for my conviction 
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Lesson 12. 
Matt. 2 : 1-11. 


December 23. Christmas Lesson 
Memory verses: 4-6 


Golden Text: Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.—2 Cor. 9 : 15 
(REGULAR LESSON: PARABLE OF THE POUNDS.—LUKE 19 : 11-27) 


COMMON VERSION 


1 Now when Jesus was born in Béthte-hem 
of ju-de’a im the days of Hér'od the king, be- 
hold, there came wise men from the east to 


Je-ru’sa-lém, 


2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we have seen his star m 
east, and are come to worship him. 

3 When Hér’od the king had heard ‘hese 
things, he was troubled, and all Je-ru’sa-lém 
with him. 

4 And when be had gathered all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people together, he 
demanded of them where Christ should be 
born. 

5 And they said unto him, In Béth’le-hem 
of ju-dé’a: for thus it is written by the 


REVISED VERSION 


1 Now-when Jesus was bora in Bethlehem 
of Judea im the days of Herod the king, 
behold, |! wise men from the east came to 

2 Jerusalem, sayimg, * Where is he that és 
born King of the Jews? for we saw his star 
in the east, and are come to worship him. 

3 And when Herod the king heard it, he was 

4 troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And 
—— together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

5 where the Christ should be born. And 
they said unto him, In Bethlehem of 
Judea: for thus it is written *by the 


prophet, 
6 And thou Bethlehem, tand of Judah, 
Art in no wise least among the princes 


COMMON VERSION 


8 Amd he sent them to Béth‘’le-hem, and 
said, Go and search diligently for the young 
child ; and when ye have found Aim, bring 
me word again, that I may come and worship 
him also. 

9 When they had heard the king, they de- 
parted; and, Lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, till it came and 
stood over where fhe young child was. 

so When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy. 

11 § And when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child with Mary 
his mother, and fell down, and worshipped 
him : and when they had opened their treas- 
ures, they presented unto him gifts ; gold, and 


REVISED VERSION 


8 the star appeared. And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, and said, Go and search out 
carefully concerning the young child ; and 
when ye have found Aim, bring me word, 
that I also may come and worship him. 

9 And they, having heard the king, went 
their way; and lo, the star, which they 
saw in the east, went before them, till it 
came and stood over where the young child 

to was. And when they saw the star, they re- 

11 joiced with exceeding great joy. And they 
came into the house and saw the young 
child with Mary his mother ; and they fell 
down and worshipped him ; and opening 
their treasures they offered unto him gifts, 


praphet, 

6 And thou Béth’le-hem, i» the land of 
Ja’da, art not the least among the princes of 
)a'da : for out of thee shall come a Governor, 
that shall rule my people Israel. 

7 Then Hér'od, when he had privily called Israel. 
the wise men, inquired of them diligently what 
tinve the star appeared. 


Scripture Readings for Daily Study 
Selected and Analyzed by B. F. Jacobs 


Sun.—/n the Beginning (John 1 : 1-14). The Word was with 
God, and the Word was God (1-3). ‘The Creator, the 
creation,—life and light (4,5). The witness and the 
true Light (6-9). ‘Those who believe are sons (10-13). 
The Word made flesh (14). 

Mon.— The Messiah's Coming Foretold (Isa. 9 : 2-7). Before 
he came and at his coming (2-5). How he should come 
and did come (v. 6, Phil. 2:5-11). His titles and his 
name (v. 6, Matt. : : 21; 3: 17; John 3:16). His 
throne and kingdom (v. 7). 

Tues.— The Messiah Expected (Luke z: 1-17). The Introduc- 
tion (1-4). A holy family (5-7). A heavenly messenger 
(8-12). The forerunner announced (13-17). 

Wed.— The Messiah Announced (Luke 7 : 26-377). Gabriel 
sent to Nazareth (26-29). The annunciation (30, 31). 
Christ's greatness, his title, his throne (32). His per- 
petual reign and everlasting kingdom (33). 

Thurs.— 7he Forerunner Born (Luke 1 : 57-66, 76-80). His 


name is John (57-63). ‘The hand of the Lord was with 
him (64-66). The forerunner and the light - giver 
(76-80). 


Fri.— The Saviour Born (Luke 2: 1-19). From Nazareth to 
Bethlehem (1-5). ‘The birth of Jesus (6,7). The mes- 
sage to the shepherds (8-12). The angels’ song (13, 14). 
The shepherds’ visit (15-20). 

Sat.— 7%e Saviour Welcomed (Luke 2: 21-25). The babe in 
the temple (21-24). Expected and waited for (25-28). 
The song of Simeon (29-32). The sign and the sword 
(33-35)- 

Sun.— The Saviour-King Sought and Found (Matt. 2: 1-11). 
The visit of the magi (1, 2). The troubled king (3, 4). 
Where the Christ should be born (5, 6). The promise 
fulfilled (7-11). 


££ % 


Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


NTECEDENT 
Zacharias, the annunciation, the visit ot Mary 
to Elisabeth, the birth of John the Baptist (all in 
Luke); the revealing dream of Joseph (Matthew) 
probably followed ; then the birth of Jesus is men- 
tioned by Matthew, and told in detail by Luke ; the 
presentation in the temple most probably preceded 
the visit of the magi. 

PLACES.—Persia is presumably referred to im the 
phrase ‘‘ the east,”’ though Arabia was the earliest 
conjecture. Bethlehem was six miles south of Jeru- 
salem, on the road to Hebron. The child and his 
mother were in some house there, scarcely im the 
stable where the birth had taken piace. 

TimeE.—Probably in February, year of Rome 750, 


EvEeNTs. — The appearance to 





of Judah : 
For out of thee shall come forth a 


governor, 
Which shall be shepherd of my people 


7 Then Herod privily called the ' wise men, 
and learned of them carefully * what time 


frankincense, and myrrh. 





3 Or, throug. 


% b 4 % bd 


that is, 4 B.C. Herod died in April of that year, 
and, if the previous December 25 is, for convenience, 
taken as the date of the nativity, forty days inter- 
vened before the presentation in the temple, —Febru- 
ary 2, 750. The feast of the Epiphany, January 6, 
which commemorates the visit of the magi, is there- 
fore too early. 

Persons.—The ‘‘Wise-men’’ were probably as- 
trologers of the Zoroastrian religion. The number of 
thein is unknown. Tradition names them Caspar, 
Melchior, and Balthazar, calling them ‘‘the three 
kings."’ Herod the king is the first ruler of that 
mame, often called ‘‘the great;'’ the ancestor of 
many persons named in the New Testament history. 


x 
Critical Notes 


Verse 1.— Wise wen : The American Revisers pre- 
fer to print thus : «““Wise-men.’’—F vom the east: To 
be joimed as in the Revised Version.— Came: Made 
their appearance; not fhe verb usually rendered 
‘*came.”’ 

Verse 2.— Where ts he that is born King of the 
Jews ? The margin of the Revised Version is gram- 
matically possible, but the main idea is of a ‘ born 
King.’’—.Saw. More literal than ‘‘ have seen.’’ Com- 
pare verse 9g. 

Verse 4.—ZJnguired: «*Demanded’’ suggests an 
imperious questioning, which the Greek word does 
not.— Zhe Christ: That is, the Messiah. The article 
is properly inserted to show this. 

Verse 5.—By the prophet: ‘*Through’’ is more 
exact, this form being common in the New Testament. 

Verse 6.—The verse is freely cited from the Septua- 
gint version of Micah 5:2, and is arranged in the 
lines of Hebrew poetry by the Revisers. It is uncer- 
tam whether this was cited by the scribes, or is 
Matthew's explanation of their reply.—Zand of Ju- 
dah: ‘*Ephrathath”’ in the Old Testament.—Avri in 
no wise least among the princes of Judah: \n the Old 
Testament, <‘ Art little to be among the thousands of 
Judah,” emphasizing the insignificance. Here the 
contrasted honor is implied.— Which shail be shep- 
herd: Better than ‘‘ which shall rule,’’ since both 

feeding and governing are suggested by the: Greek 
verb. 
Verse 7.— Carefully : Or, ‘‘exactly.""— What time 


gold and frankincense and myrrh. 


1Gr. Magi. Compare Esther i. 13; Dan. ii. 22. 2 Or, Where is the King of the Jews that is born? 
4Or, the time of the star that appeared 

At the word “ worship,” in verses 2 and 8, and at “ worshipped "’ in verse 11, the American Revisers 
would add the marginal note, ‘‘ The Greek word denotes an act of reverence, whether paid to man (see 
chap. 18 : 26) or to God (see chap. 4: 20).” In verse 5, they would read “through” instead of “‘by.”’ 


the star appeared: The marginal rendering, ‘‘ the 
time of the star that appeared,’’ is literal But verse 
16 does not prove that it had appeared two years 
before. 

Verse 8.— Young child: Or, ‘‘ little child,’’ but 
here infancy is implied by the context.—/ also: The 
Authorized Version, as very often, puts ‘‘ also’’ in the 
wrong place. 

Verse 9.— Went their way : Not ‘‘ departed,’’ but 
proceeded on their journey. The rest of the verse 
implies that the star had not been visible continu- 
ously, also that the journey to Bethlehem was made 
late in the day or at night. 

Verse 11.—And they came unto the house and 
saw: The Authorized Version, by its repeated use of 
‘‘when,’’ etc., misrepresents the simpler construction 
of the Greek. The Revisers have corrected this five 
times in this single lesson. The punctuation of the 
Revised Version in this verse is preferable.— Wor- 
shipped : See the marginal note of the American Re- 
visers.—Offered: Not ‘‘presented ;’’ the former is 
the usual rendering. 

£2 % 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By Professor Albert L. Long, D.D. 
Robert College, Constantinople 


(Regular Lesson: Parable of the Pounds) 


= RADE ve HerRewiTs Tit. | Come’’—The 

pound here mentioned was not a pound ster- 
ling, but a pound, or nearly so, in weight of silver. It 
was equivalent to one hundred drachmas, and might 
now be reckoned as something over fifteen silver dol- 
lars. This sum would not be considered by a West- 
ern man as very much of a capital upon which one 
could begin any business, and yet it would not be 
difficult to find in any Oriental community persons to 
whom the advance of even so small an amount of 
capital would prove a veritable God-send. 

It would be an interesting experiment to select ten 
men, and give to each fifteen or twenty dollars, telling 
him, ‘‘ Take this money, and trade with it until it is 
called for." One man, with sparkling eyes, receives 
the package of dollars, and, having carefully counted 
them to see that the number is correct, he starts off 
immediately, intent upon business. Before night he 
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has invested that money in some kind of merchan- 
dise for which he knows of a ready customer. Be- 
fore a week has passed, he will have ‘ turned over"’ 
that little capital several times, and at the end of one 
month, he will be working a capital of fifty dollars. 
He has the trading instinct, and with energy and per- 
severance this small advance of fifteen dollars may be 
the means of making him a rich man. 

Another one of those selected may have the instinct 
of a money-lender. He knows of some one who will 
pay a good price for the loan of a few dollars in cash 
for one month. He finds the security good. He 
hands over his fifteen dollars, and, after one month, 
receives them back increased to twenty ready for rein- 
vestment ; and thus, by careful lending on short terms 
and safe collateral securities, he may manage to 
double his capital almost every three months. There 


b 


The Firstfruits 


By Alexander 


HE birth of Jesus is told in the preceding chapter 

in the briefest possible fashion. Here place 

and date are given, and the date is so fixed as to be 

more than a chronological note. It-was ‘‘ in the days 

of Herod the King,’’—and what a king! , An Idu- 

mean, holding his kingship by the grace of Rome, 

steeped in blood, the murderer of wife and child. 
Israel had come so low as 
to be ruled by such a 
monster. If was high time 
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will also be some who, fearing the danger of invest- 
ment of every kind, and dreading the disgrace of be- 
ing unable to repay the money when called for, will 
simply wrap the money in a napkin, and bury it in 
the garden to await the call of the owner. 

There will be sure to be found among the ten more 
than one who will, unfortunately, do worse than that. 
They will proceed immediately to buy some new 
clothes, then something extra to eat, and, before the 
month is out, not even the napkin is left in which the 
money was wrapped. They represent the most nu- 
merous class, called, in the East, ‘‘ money-eaters,"’ 
in whose hands it is never safe to leave money over 
night. It is, in fact, the experience of missionaries 
laboring in Eastern lands that the most difficult prac- 
tical lesson for their converts to learn is fidelity in the 
use of entrusted funds. 


% % 


of the Gentiles 
McLaren, D.D. 


it was a light seen in the heavens, perhaps seen only 
by the pious watchers, who were wise enough to know 
its meaning, and docile enough to follow its guidance. 
Such can see guiding stars where others see only a 
cold and vacant abyss. 

The magi were certainly ‘‘heathens,'’ 
taught them. 


but God 
They were astronomers, and God 
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but consolidated expectation into certainty. They 
acted on their convictions, and therein read us a les- 
son. They faced a long and toilsome journey, they 
broke up their starry studies, they spent money in 
their pilgrimage, and appeared at last in the streets 
of Jerusalem, drawing much attention, no doubt, by 
their strange garb and speech, and still more by their 
stranger question. And they did all this because they 
believed God. Do we do equal homage to our con- 
victions, and sacrifice or encounter as much in follow- 
ing God-given clews to guide our lives ? 

What a disclosure of the degeneracy of the nation 
was the ‘‘ trouble’’ of ‘‘all Jerusalem ’’ at the tidings 
fhat should have been joy! Naturally, Herod dreaded 
any hand put out to shake his unsteady throne, for he 
had had experience of revolts, and knew himself 
hated and a usurper. But that the very city of the 
great king should be disturbed by the prospect of his 
coming to his own, tells how fallen was Israel, Ease 
and material prosperity were more to some than all 
the glories of Messiah's kingdom, while priests and 
scribes had become so stiffened in formulas and cere- 
monies that the spirit of the Old Covenant had evapo- 
rated. The enthusiasm of the travelers must have 
been painfully chilled by the indifference of the citi- 
zens, like a bar of glowing iron plunged into a cold 
bath. Would not the attitude of our ‘‘ Christian "’ 
cities to Christ administer a like douche to one of 
our missionary converts, if he were set down among us ? 

Herod had in past time done his utmost to crush 
the sanhedrin, but now he turned to the chief priests 
and scribes for an answer to the magi’sS question. 

They could answer with- 
out hesitation, for their 
tradition interpreted Mi- 





for the real King to come, 


——areeremene cee 





—and he had come, and 
was lying in the cradle at 
Bethlehem. 

It is waste time to ask 
the nationality of the wise 
men. It was nothing to 
Matthew whence they 
came, it is nothing to us. 
The one important point is 
that they came from the 
dark realm of heathenism, 
which the Jew thought of 
as abandoned by God. 
Persians, 
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or Arabians, or 
what not,—they were, at 
all events, Gentiles, ard 
that is their significance 
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for the evangelist and us, 
This one early-blossoming 
flower from the wide prai- 
ries of the Gentile world is 
a prophecy of the time 
when all the plain shall 
be flushed with color from 
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statement of Messiah's 











a million of blooms. 


birthplace. Matthew ap- 
pears to quote from mem- 
ory, and he runs together 
Micah's words and the 
promise to David in 2 
Samuel 5 : 2. The varia- 
tion between ‘‘ the least’’ 
in the original, and ‘‘in no 
wise the least’’ in Mat- 
thew, is simply due to lapse 
of memory ; that between 
‘*the thousands’"’ and 
‘the princes '’ comes from 
a variation in the vocaliza- 
tion of the Hebrew word, 
the consonants of whic, if 
read with one set of vowels, 
give the one reading, and, 
if read with another, the 
other. 








The question 
whether the priests were 





right in their interpretation 
does not arise. They, not 
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been given to the question 
of the nature of the“ star."’ 
The attractive hypothesis 
that it was a remarkable conjunction of planets, occur- 
ring at the time of, or shortly before, our Lord's 
birth, scarcely seems to fit into the statements as to 
the appearance. The ‘‘star'’ was seen when the 
magi were at their home; it seems to have disap- 
peared on their journey to Jerusalem, to have reap- 
peared on their way to Bethlehem, to have ‘‘ moved 
before them "’ as their guide (though they would need 
no guide from Jerusalem to the near and well-known 
Bethlehem), to have come low enough to stand over 
the precise spot where the infant lay. These mo- 
tions are inconsistent with the view that it was one of 
*«the common people of the skies."’ More probably 





THE TRADITIONAL ‘ FIELO OF THE SHEPHERDS '* AT BETHLEHEM 


taught them through their science. They stand at 
the very threshold of Christianity, reading us a lesson 
that is too often forgotten, that ‘‘at sundry times and 
in divers manners’’ he speaks to listening souls amid 
the darkness of false faiths, and that he is wont to 
use men's familiar occupations as avenues for the en- 
trance of his message into their hearts. How the 
magi drew from the ‘‘ star’’ the inference that a king 
was born in Judea we do not know. Perhaps the 
same divine power that showed the sight, taught its 
significance. Perhaps the expectation, which we 
know was widespread, of some great one rising among 
the Jews, had already reached them, and the vision 


knew all about the proph- 
ecy, and their knowledge 
was impotent. The magi 
followed the light so far as 
they saw it, therefore they saw it more and more. No 
scribes or priests thought of going with them to Bethle- 
hem. Nothing is more powerless than religious truth 
long believed and long neglected. 

Herod seems to have kept the magi in his own 
hands, for they learn the answer to their question 
from him. No doubt, he was too ciafty to allow such 
a dangerous spark to fall amoung the magazine of ex- 
plosives in the Jerusalem populace. His cunning, as 
well as his calculating and cynical ferocity, comes 
out hideously in his pumping the simple scholars as 
to the date of the star's appearance, and in the pre- 
tense of intending to ‘‘come and .‘orship him."’ 
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Qne can fancy the leer which accompanied the words. 
He meant “ kill,"’ not ‘‘ worship,’’ and he was using 
the magi to find out what be needed to make his 
murderous stroke fall right. He had already got the 
date of the star, which he took for granted would be 
that of the birth, and now he wishes the other particu- 
lars, and thinks it best to secure them without appear- 
ing in the matter at all. The strangers would easily 
find out what be would have difficulty in discovering, 
if, as he suspected, a plot against his throne was being 
hatched. Such was the king that the Jews had and 
deserved. What. contrast tothe true King, then lying 
in the cradle ! 

Suspecting nothing, and full af hope that they were 
nearing their poal, the earnest seekers went their way, 
and. as is always the case, God Jed them to the de- 
sired spot. The star had shone when needed, but 
they had been led by common sense to Jerusalem, 
and directed ‘by human counsel to Bethlebem. They 
needed no star to show them the five or six miles’ 
journey to Bethlehem, but no one in that village knew 
that the King of the Jews lay in the humble “‘ house,”’ 
to which Mary and her child had now gone. So the 
“ star''’ again shone out. Economy im the use of the 
miraculous is a characteristic of the gospel narrative. 
We are not to look for supernatural direction when 
our own or other men's knowledge is sufficient to 
direct. If we follow the light we have, it will grow, 
and they who obediently set out whither it points, 
though they know not whither they go, will surely 
arrive .at last. 

The magi might have been startled by the lowly 
condition of the King, but it caused them no hesita- 
tion. Their costly gifts cast a strange light and dif- 
fused a new fragrance through the modest chamber. 
They were gifts fit for a king to receive, and for East- 
ern sages to bring. But greater than these treasures 
was the adoration of the givers. The first worshipers 
at the cradle were the shepherds, the second were the 
magi. The former represented the pious souls in 
Israel, waiting for Him who was to be its ‘‘ consola- 
tion ;'’ the Jatter represented the ‘‘first-fruits of the 
Gentiles,'’ and prophesied the time when ‘all na- 
tians shall serve him,'’ when all the wisdom of earth 
shall bring tribute to him, when the long-seeking of a 
weary work shall end in bowing down to his all 
blessing and eternal royalty. So these wise men pass 
eut of the story, and go to their dim place im the 
vague ‘‘ East,’' carrying back a richer treasure than 
they had brought, and, let us hope, nourishing in 
their solitude loyalty to the King whom they had 
once, for one brief day, seen in his lowliness, and 
whem they have long ago seen on his throne. 
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Teaching Points 
The Desire of Nations has Come 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


NATION developed through centuries by mil- 
lions of men only avails to give the world one 
main idea. Greece develops physical culture ; Rome, 
law. But Christ gives all ideas for all life, temporal 
and eternal, in three short years. They spread more 
rapidly by his few lovers than other ideas by armies. 
What idea essential to human progress,—brother- 
hood, mutual help, purity ef soul, divine personality, 
and infinite help, —did not Jesus bring and propagate ? 
Christmas celebrates the declaration of all ideas of 
heman good ; the Fourth of July, the declaration of 
one of them. 

1. Christ was called the Desire of nations because 
all people so longed for a deliverer. Im nature and 
grace a want signifies a supply. Summer heat starts 
airy gulf-streams from the frozen pole. Man is an 
embodied want ; God, a full supply. The desize of 
the werld’s hungry heart for a helper brings one. 
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The magi come to meet him. They and Herod be- 
lieved he had come. 

2. His coming was distinctly prophesied in the 
older Scripture (v. 6). ‘Students find m the Old Tes- 
tament a hundred and thirty-six prophecies of Christ's 
advent, acts, and death, very many of them distinctly 
recognized by him as mecessary to be fulfilled. His 
coming is the fulfilment of the mfinite plan of God. 

3. He did come. This great fact is testified to by 
angels, men, human histery changed im consequence, 
by sacraments, institutions, and by millions im all 
ages who have found him, to the joey of their hearts. 

4. How is he found? The very imitial days of his 
imfant life amswer. The magi, wise men, sought him, 
in unwavering faith and heroic sacrifice, obedient to sig- 
nals the unwise could not see ; and, finding him, they 
gave him their treasure and themselves (v. 11). 

The seekers found guidance 





a moving star—in the 
way before they found the Sun, and afterwards in the 
safe way home (v. 12). 

The spirit of this whole epoch of their lives and of 
all life is, ‘‘ they rejoiced with exceeding great joy’’ 
(v. 10). 

With this keynote we close the study of the year 
with Jesus. Has it been of words or of life ? 
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The Lesson Conversation 


By Amos R. Wells 


HAT is the Christmas morning salutation ? 

(‘‘ Merry Christmas?’’ Yes, and in some 

regions ‘‘Christmas gift!’’) Christmas is the gift 

time. We study to-day about the great Christmas 
Gift and the first Christmas gifts. 

Thanks be to God for his unspeakable Gift. What 
is it? When was it given? And where? And how? 
Who received it first? (Mary and Joseph.) Who 
next ? (Shepherds.) Who next? (Simeon and Anna.) 
Who next ? (The magi.) 

Who were these magi? Whence came they? How 
guided ? (Wise men indeed were they to seek Jesus 
so earnestly !) 

Who was the first foe of Christianity ? (Yes, Herod 
the Great, the first of a long and shameful list of foes.) 
Why did the fear Christ's coming? Why was all 
Jerusalem troubled with him ? (They anticipated civil 
dissensions, hard times for the common folk!) It 
seems that the chief priests and scribes knew the 
prophecies about Christ very well. Then why didn’t 
they recognize Christ as the Messiah ? 

* Herod the hypocrite ! (And any one is a hypocrite 
that worships, or pretends to worship, falsely.) What 
was the real reason why he wanted to search out 
Christ ? (To kill him.) 

Why do we hang a star on our Christmas trees ? 
What was the “star of Bethichem'’ ? (Only a super- 
natural phenomenon will fit the description.) What 
were the first Christmas gifts? Why was the gold 
given ? (To a king.) And the frankincense ? (To God.) 
And the myrrh ? (To a man.) 

In your Christmas planning, don't leave out Christ. 
What gifts for him? (Gratitude, joy, praise, obedi- 
ence.) Yes, and something definite too. Plan, for 
his sake, some way of making this Christinas season 
happier for Christ's poor or sick or lonely ones,— 
won't you ? 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 
(Regular Lesson: Parable of the Pounds) 


RADE ye herewith till I come (v. 13). There is 
mo greater day in any boy's or girl's life than 

that in which the idea bursts upon them, ‘I have a 
gift, amd that gift is for use !"" You know you are 
pretty, but do you know what ‘seauty is for? You 
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have learned that you are bright, but do you know 
that this brightness has been given you that you may 
make others shine? You have a fine voice. Well, 
what for? You cam draw well Serious business — 
that. if you could not draw at all, nothing could be 
expected of you in that lime; but remember that, 
having been endowed with these gifts, your Creator is 
determined to know what you will gain by «‘ trading.”’ 
The possession of talents involves us in obligations 
and duties for which we must give an account. 

Thy pound hath made ten pounds more (wv. 16). 
He must have been busy. And whataday it was 
when he found that a pound could be doubled! I 
can memember the delight with which I saw with my 
own eyes that one old hen could bring out ten little 
chickens. Did you know that talents can beget 
talents as wonderfully as hens can raise chickens? 
Let one young girl who can play a piano go into a 
community where not a single girl is a musician, and 
before the end of a year you will hear pianos and or- 
gans in half the houses in town. Gifts are conta- 
gious. it is a beautiful law of life. 

Well done (v. 17). If he was the kind of man I 
think he was, he got more pleasure out of the ‘‘ well 
done"’ than out of the ten cities. There is nothing 
in the world sweeter than the approval of those we 
love. I have had rewards of one kind and another in 
my life, but | never had a pleasure sweeter than those 
very words, spoken by a beautiful young lady to me 
after | had declaimed «‘ The Natural Bridge Scene”’ 
in the old Corinthian hall in Auburn. 1 thought she 
was sort of a goddess any way, and when I came dowa 
to my seat, and she grasped my hand, and said, ‘‘ Well 
done, Charlie !'’ I was transported to the seventh 
heaven. My pulse bounds now (although that was 
more than thirty years ago) when I think of it' She 
gave me nothing in the way of a reward,—no money, 
no prize, no cities to rule over,—but the thrill of 
pleasure from her ‘‘ Well done’’ lingers with me like 
a benediction. I repeat it,—the approval of those 
we love is the sweetest of all rewards. 

Here is thy pound, which I kept laid up in a nap- 
kin: for I feared thee, because thou art an austere 
man (vs. 20, 21). Did you mever feel the same way ? 
Life is terribly exacting,—so much so that we are 
afraid to move, for fear more will be expected of us 
than-we can give. And, as civilization progresses 
and competition becomes sharper, and less and less 
imcrease comes from the use of money and effort, we 
get discouraged, and say, ‘‘ What in the world is the 
use of trying?’’ Money used *o bring seven per 
cent, and, if a man could save up twenty thousand 
dollars, he could live on the interest. But now he 
gets only about three, and has to aceumulate a for- 
tune of fifty thousand dollars, at the very least, to keep 
the wolf from the door. This seems impossible, and 
he just quits trying. It is the same way about almost all 
kinds of common labor. Wages are so small, and the 
demands of life so great, that people are paralyzed, and 
just skin along from hand to mouth, with no hope of 
getting ahead. By and by they get bitter (like this 
miserable fellow), mutter curses at life and Provi- 
dence, permit their talents to lie idle, get weaker and 
more useless every day. And now (just as Christ 
says) these are the people who have the very least ex- 
cuse ; for they knew the facts. They knew how hard 
life was, and they ought for this very reason to have 
made a success of it. If any can be forgiven, it is 
those whe did not realize this difficulty. 

Unto every one that hath shail be given; but from 
him that hath not, even that which he hath shail be 
taken away from him (v. 26). More men rebel 
against the injustice of that law than any other. It 
does seem hard. But how could you run the world 
on any other principle? Suppose you reversed the 
law, and fixed it so that these who were trifling and 
lazy and geod for nothing should be continually pres- 
pered, and the forchamded and the sagacious should 
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be stripped of the fruits of their effort! Would you 
improve the world? It may seem a hardship, but 
any one with good sense can see that it is the only 
principle on which a decent world could be con- 
ducted. You might as well complain because the 
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current of a river did not carry a boat up instead of 
down. Remember the other law, that one can become 
ten. ‘Get one, and go to work. ‘Make ‘the ‘law help 
you instead of curse you. Make ‘it a friend mstead 
of a foe. 











For the Primary Teacher 
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I. Plan for the Quarter: Stories about Jesus. 
i. Lesson Topic: The Christmas Spirit. 
HI. Golden Text: Lvery one of us shall give account of 
himself to God.—Rom, 14: 12. : 
IV. Results Sought: 
1. Proper use of the Christmas opportunities. 
2. Thoughtful actions for others. 
3. Diligence. 
4. Gratitude to God. 
V. Suggested Starting-Points : 
1. A gift, or Christmas gifts. 
2. The Christmas story. 
3. The story of the pounds. 


VI. Suggested Steps in the Teaching Process 
1; PREPARATION FOR THE LESSON STORY. 

Begin the lesson by wishing a ‘‘merry Christmas’’ 
to all. Continue with a talk about the Christmas 
season. ‘Speak of giving and receivimg gifts, and the 
gladness and happiness therefram. Lead from this 
to the thought that, if the Christ-child had not come, 
we would never have had our our happy ‘Christmas 
season. 

All this year we thave been many .of the 
beautiful stories that Jesus told. Not only did ‘he 
come ‘to the earth and give us ‘the happy Christmas 
time, but he also shows us how ‘to give:others a merry 
Christmas. We'have one of these stories for to-day's 
lesson. Perhaps it will help us ‘to make this Christ- 
mas season the happiest we have ever :spent. 

2. THe ‘Lesson Story. 

A certain nébleman went on a journey imto a ‘far 
country. Before going, he called ‘his ten servants, 
and gave'to each of them a‘pound. A pound was a 
large sum of money, so he told them to use ‘their 
pounds in the very best way they could. ‘By and by 
he-returned. Then he again called to him his ten ser- 
vants, and asked them how they ‘had used the money 
which he had given them. 

One said, «Lord, thy pound hath gained ten 
pounds.’’ Then the master ‘said ‘to him, ‘‘ Well done, 
thou good servant: because thou hast been ‘faithful im 
a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.”’ 

Another ‘said, «‘ Lord, thy pound hath gained five 
pounds.”’ He said ‘to him, ‘‘Be thou also over five 
cities.”” 

But another servant ‘came and said, ‘‘ Lerd, here is 
thy pound, which 1 have ‘kept laid wp in a napkin.”’ 
Then the nobleman said ‘to these ‘that stood ‘by, 
' «Take from him the pound, and give it'to him that 
rath ‘ten .pounds."’ 

3. THe TrRvTH EMPHASIZED. 

What are some ofthe ‘things that God has given 
‘boys and girls‘to-use? ‘Perhaps ‘he thas not -given ws 
as much money as the nobleman gave ‘his ‘servants, 
ut then he has given us our hands and our feet, our 


eyes and our ears, our smiles, and many other things, 
and he wants:us ‘to .wse them well, 

I know a girl who bought a paper of pins, cut 
it up into strips, rolled them up carefully in pretty 
tissue paper, and so had a Christmas present ‘for 
each of her friends. She had not much money, but 
she had hands and eyes and smiles and a loving 
heart, and she used them all to make others happy. 

I know of a boy whose Christmas Eve was made 
happy by a lovely Christmas tree. On Christmas 
morning, after all the things had been taken from it, 
he asked his mother if he might put his tree outside, 
for the sparrows. He hung on it some baskets of 
crumbs, and, as he watched the birds eating and 
heard them chirping, he told his mother that he 
thought they were saying, ‘‘ Happy Christmas ! Happy 
Christmas !’’ 

Get the children to tell some of the ways in which 
they intend to make others happy this Christmas, and 
end by telling them the following story, taken from 
‘« Half a Hundred Stories,’’ published by the Milton 
Bradley Co., Springfield, Massachusetts. 

Dorothy was the most sensible, sunshiny little girl 
you can imagine, and, of course, she wouldn’t com- 
plain about the weather ; but the little face in its 
frame of sunny curls looked pretty sober as she turned 
away from the window, one rainy Christmas Eve, and 
curled herself up in her papa’s big armchair. 

All at.once it seemed to grow lighter.at the window. 
Every separate drop had iturned to.a flake of snow. 
And what great flakes they were, and how fast they 
came down, rolling.and tumbling over each other in 
their eagerness :to cover the ground for a white Christ- 
mas ‘for Dorothy ! 

There came a faint tap upon the window-pane, 
Dorothy was puzzled. She rubbed her eyes to be 
sure that there could be no mistake, and then looked 
again. There, on the window-sill, stood the dearest 
little creature! She was dressed all in sparkling 
white from her head to her feet. Her wings were of 
finest gauze, and she had a tiny diamond star .on her 
forehead. Dorothy opened the window, and ithe 
little creature stepped inside and seated herself com- 
fortably on the arm of Dorothy’ s chair. 

‘«I’'m the queen of the snow fairies,’’ ithe new-comer 
said, ‘‘and you looked so comfortable in here that 1 
thought I'd just:run in and have a little chat. Where 
do you think I've been? Al) over this town, peeping 
into the different houses where there were little folks ; 
for we snow fairies love little folks.’’ 

*«Oh ! do-you?’’ said Dorothy, and moved a little 
nearer. 

‘« But what do you think I saw?’’ the snow fairy 
persisted. ‘‘Well, I saw some little children that 
didn’t have a thing for their supper but dry ‘bread, 
and one little tot was dragging an old tin can with a 
string tied to it for a horse. “That's ‘the only ‘thing in 
the world she had to play with. And one little boy, 
—his name was Teddie Day— Do you know Ted- 
die ?’’ she suddenly demanded. 

Dorothy brightened visibly. 

Oh, yes!" she-replied ; ‘“his mother washes for 
“a,” 

‘« Well,” continued ‘the ‘snow ‘fairy, *‘I theard him 
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tel ‘his mother he was glad it was snowing, ‘for he 
had a board that would slide Gown ‘hill ‘beautifully."’ 

‘Dorothy drew a long ‘breath. 

«Oh, there's my old sled ! 
first thing in'the morning. And ‘there are my blocks 
and dolls and books! I'm so-glad you told me. 1 
didn't ‘know little children ever ‘had ‘to play with old 
tin cans."’ 

*« We snow fairies know that ‘the greatest happiness 
comes ‘from ‘giving ‘happiness to others,’’ said the 
fairy. And as-she spoke she disappeared. 

Dorothy awoke with a start, to ‘find her mother 
bending over ‘her. 

*’'O mama !'’ she cried, ‘‘may I give my old ‘sled 
to Teddie, and my blocks and dolls to the baby with 
the tin can, and my old ‘books ?”’ 

Dorothy stopped short at ‘the sight ‘of ‘her mother’s 
puzzled face. 

«Oh! 1 forgot. 
queen.”’ 

So, while mama helped ‘her prepare for bed, Doro- 
thy told -of her visit from the queen of the snow 
fairies. 


T'll take it to him the 


You didn't see the little snow 


When the happy Christmas Day was almosi done, 
and Dorothy sat with her mother im the fire-lit room, 
talking of the merry Christmas which her old ‘toys 
had made for Ted and the baby, she said : 

‘*Mama, it's been the very loveliest Christmas I 
ever had."’ 

And mama:said that Dorothy would find all through 
life that the greatest happiness comes, not from get- 
ting, but from giving. And Dorothy said : 

“Why, mama, that’s just what the snow fairy 
said '!’’ 

Dorothy made good use of the things ‘God ‘had 
given ‘her, —didn't she ? 


Vil. Summary of Lesson Steps 


The Truth 
Emphasized. 


Goo ‘Use of 
All God's Gifts. 





+ 
The ‘Lesson 
Story. 


Pre aration. 
‘for nm A Talk about :the ‘Christmas Season. 
Story. 


VIH. Pictures for the Children 


1X. Blackboard Mlustrations 
Trim the frame of the blackboard with evergreen, 
and have the words ‘‘A MERRY CHRISTMAS”’ printed 
in bright-colored chalk. 
assembles. 


Story of the Pounds. 


None. 


Do this before the class 
- a ae 4 


For the intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, ‘D:D. 
(Regular Lesson: Parable of the Pounds) 


IRST compare this parable (Luke 19 : 11-28) 
with ‘that of ‘the talents (Matt. 25 : 14-30), which 
will be taught seven'weeks hence. Make a list of the 
differences between ‘them in place, time, audience, 
introduction, and purpose. Nate the same great les- 
sons of:responsibility, success,.and failure, which both 
parables teach. ‘Remember that your pupils are on 
the threshold of independent life, that its questions 
are new to them, but of increasing interest. There- 
fare do nat ‘be shocked if they express selfish motives, 
and do not treat with contempt their wildest dreams 
of ‘the future. Do mot expect ‘to do too much in this 
one lesson, but .aim «to guitle their thoughts to con- 
sider the wealth which the Father has put into their 
hands, ‘the use ‘he expects ‘them to make of it, the re- 
wards of faithful service, and the disaster sure to fol- 
low ‘the betrayal of ‘trust. 

The local coloring of this parable helps to interpret 
ét, ‘but you will mot have 'time to dwell ‘much-on that. 
These are its features : Jesus was approaching jerusa- 
tem, by whose citizens he ought to pave been recag- 
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nized as king, but by whom he would be crucified. 
His disciples expected that he would quickly set up 
his kingdom, but he was going to withdraw from them 
into what seemed to them a distant country, and they 
were to be disappointed. The kingdom would be 
established finally through the patient faithfulness of 
his disciples, even down to our time and beyond it. 
Therefore he taught by parables : 

1. The Trust Committed to Us. Ask your scholars 
to name what each has as committed to him to use for 
God. Our bodies, with all their varied powers ; our 
senses, quick to advise us of outward things by sight, 
hearing, smell, taste, and touch ; our minds, able to 
discern, compare, combine facts into truths to guide 
ourselves and to influence others ; our possessions 
and associations, —these and all the fruits of faithful 
use of them we are bound to hold for business in part- 
nership with Jesus Christ our King. 


2. The Conditions of the Trust. Each one must | 


do his best to increase its value for the kingdom (v. 13). 
Those who have received most are not to be envied. 
The greater their trust, the harder they must work 
(Luke 12 : 48). We are responsible only for what 
we have, but we are responsible for that all the time. 
As the great chalk cliffs in the south of England are 
raised by the skeletons of minute animalcule, so the 
human life that lifts itself above the sea of eternity is 
made up of little daily acts and thoughts permeated 
with faithfulness to God (v. 17). 

3. The Limit of Time in the Trust. Show how 
the parable of the ten virgins introduced that of the 
talents, and why Christ told these parables in the last 
days of his ministry (v. 11). No one knows when his 
life's business day will end. No one knows when 
the kingdom of God will be perfected. There is a 
sentimental longing for Christ's coming that is un- 
healthy. It is by work that we watch for his coming. 
Chrysostom said, ‘‘ They that put out their money to 
use are sorry to have it paid too soon. The longer it 
is lent, the more profit it brings.’’ The happiest 
people at Christ's coming will be those engaged in 
their daily duties (Luke 12 : 43). 

4. The Final Accounting for the Trust. What 
we are now doing will be the basis of the reckoning. 
The works of the blessed follow them (Rev. 14: 
13; 22:12). To the faithful the reward is (1) divine 
commendation, ‘‘ well done ;'’ (2) honor and power, 
‘have thou authority. over ten cities ;'’ (3) divine 
joy (Matt. 25 : 21). 

To the unfaithful the judgment will be, (1) divine 
rebuke, ‘‘ Thou wicked servant.’’ He is false, be- 
cause he denies that he has the obligation of service, 
‘Here is thy pound ;"' a coward, excusing himself 
because he was afraid ; u#fair, because he charged 
his master with getting what did not belong to him 
(v. 21). (2.) Permanent loss, ‘‘ Take away from him 
the pound."’ (3.) Final destruction, ‘‘Slay them 
before me." The time is short. Manhood, woman- 
hood, is forever won or lost in a few brief years, 

Suggestive Questions 

1. The Trust for the Kingdom of God. What is 
the kingdom of God? Why did Christ's disciples 
expect it to appear immediately? For what does 
Christ hold his disciples responsible ? (v. 13.) What 
do we each hold in trust with which to do business for 
the kingdom of God ? 

2. Our Obligation for the Trust. What ought we 
to do with what has been committed to us? How 
can we increase it? How can we waste it? Why is 
it wrong to keep it without diminishing or increas- 
ing it? 

3- The Awards of this Life. When does the Mas- 
ter return to his servants? How does he reward 
those who have done business successfully? Why 
does not each receive the same? What excuse is 
given by the man who had kept his pound and done 
no business with it? In what respects was he wicked ? 
What was his punishment? What is the divine law 
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concerning the fulfilment of our trust for the kingdom 
of God? Why is it just to take away all that gives 
value to life from those who have not used their trusts 
for the kingdom of God ? 
Suggestive Topics 

We are only held responsible for a limited capital. 
Diligence and fidelity are always pleasing to God. 
He always rewards them. Works of faith done faith- 
fully win his approval now, will be rewarded here- 
after. The grace of God which we fail to use, sooner 


or later we cease to have. ‘‘ The wages of sin is 


death.’’ 
2% % 


The Senior Bible Class 
Parable of the Pounds 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 
I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Luke 19 : 11-28). 
[For each member of the Bible class.} 

While the throng which surrounded Jesus at Jericho 
was recovering from its amazement at the honor paid 
by the Master to a despised and hated tax-collector, 
he, following his frequent habit in times of estrange- 
ment or misapprehension, put his thoughts into para- 
bolic form. The crowd had objected because Zaccheus 
was proclaimed by him a recipient of ‘‘salvation."’ 
This, perhaps, meant to their minds that he was ac- 
cepted by Jesus as a member in good standing of the 
‘kingdom of God,"’ so soon, as they supposed, to be 
set up at Jerusalem. Jesus directed the parable at 
this general expectation, controverting their feeling 
that it was to be an immediate event, and setting 
forth the kind of activity its participants would be 
expected to maintain. 

In the parable a man of noble birth goes far from 
his home to obtain a kingdom. During his absence 
he plans to test the loyalty and intelligence of his ser- 
vants, with a view to determining their suitableness 
for promotion to positions of great trust when his 
kingdom should be attained. He selects ten from 
the slaves which surround his person, and entrusts to 
each one of them a Small sum, perhaps forty dol- 
lars, with the direction, ‘‘ Use this in business until I 
return.’ After a long delay, the king returns, and 
demands an accounting. Some of the ten, repre- 
sented by the first one that reported, had been largely 
successful ; others, moderately so. The master re- 
wards each class in proportion to its own achieve- 
ment. Some, represented by the third servant, report 
no attempt to make the most of the loan. They claim 
to have been discouraged by the very greatness of 
their lord's demand upon them. Such unfaithful- 
ness the king refuses to condone. The guilty servants 
are deprived of all that was entrusted to them, and 
condemned to death. 

There is a certain resemblance between this parable 
and that of the talents in Matthew 25: 14-30. They 
are, at the same time, so distinct in many ways, that 
the theory that one is a traditional counterpart of the 
other seems difficult and improbable. 

Verses 14 and 27 introduce an added idea, not 
necessarily a part of the parable proper, which em- 
phasizes the established authority of the King. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 
[The use of the books mentioned here is not a necessary part of 


this course, but is merely supplemental. A leaflet giving informa- 
tion as to these and other books of reference will be sent free, upon 
request, by the Editor of The Sunday School Times.] 

The comments of Dr. Plummer in the International 
Critical Commentary (437-444), of Bruce in the Ex- 
positor’s Greek Testament (605-608), or of Riddle in 
the International Revision Commentary, seem espe- 
cially fine on this parable. Bruce's discussion of its 
details in the ‘‘ Parabolic Teaching of Christ’’ (215- 
225) is less satisfying. 

III. QuEsTIONS FOR STUDY AND DISCUSSION. 


[To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration, 
to members of the class. The references in the brackets are to 
lesson helps in this issue of The Sunday School Times.] 


1. ‘* Because the Kingdom was to Appear."’ (1.) 
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What had happened of late to make the throng so 
anticipate the immediate realization of their hopes ? 

2. The ‘‘ Dramatis Persone’’ of the Parable. (2.) 
Identify the nobleman, the servants, and the Citi- 
zens. (3.) Were the ‘‘ten’’ servants all that he had, 
or a specific number, or a round and really indefinite 
number ? 

3. The Duty Laid upon the Servants. (4.) What 
use did their lord expect them to make of the sum 
entrusted to each? Was this a matter of business, or 
a clever test? [Long.] (5.) How does it suggest the 
relation of all disciples to the coming of the kingdom 
of God? [Goss : v. 13.] 

4. The Disaffected Citizens. (6.) How did the 
people who mocked at Jesus or complained of his 
freedom of action in recognizing men like Zaccheus 
resemble these plotters ? 

5. The judgment regarding the Servants. (7.) 
How were the profitable servants rewarded? Is it the 
best form of reward to receive a larger sphere of ac- 
tivity? [Dunning : v. 4.] (8.) For what was the sloth- 
ful servant condemned ? [Goss : vs. 20, 21.] 

6. The Law of Life. (g.) Does verse 26 express a 
general truth which finds universal application ? 

7. The Double Lesson of the Parable. (10.) What 
was its teaching for the disciples, and what for the 
multitude ? 


IV. Some LEADING THOUGHTS. 
[For general discussion under the direction of the leader.] 

How often serious hindrances were thrown in our 
Lord’ s way merely because even his disciples were more 
apt to eagerly expect the realization of their own hopes 
than to wait for the expression of his desires ! 

Jesus makes the punishment of rebelliousness far 
greater than that of neglect. 

To make the most of religious opportunities is to 
gain larger ones. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


N WHAT town was Jesus born? I see men on 
camels coming to Jerusalem. Who are they? 
From where did they come? For what did they come? 
What led them to start on their journey? To whom 
did they apply in Jerusalem for further information ? 
What was the reply of the chief priests and scribes to 
the question of Herod? What did the wise men do 
as soon as they were told where the child was ? When 
they came to Bethlehem, what did they do? Did 
they go back to Herod? Why not? When Herod 
found that the wise men had gone to their own coun- 
try, what did he do? 

Now in these wise men we see an example of men 
seeking the Saviour. Put down the words Seeking 
the Saviour. And did they find him? Were they 
blessed in their worship of the infant Saviour? How 
did they show their earnestness in this long search ? 

But there were others who did not act in this way. 
How far was it from Jerusalem to Bethlehem? Six 
miles. Ought not the chief priests to have gone at 
once to Bethlehem to find the child? Why did they 
not go? They were too busy about their own am- 
bitious schemes. They took no interest in the mat- 
ter, and so did not care to go to the city of David. 
So they neglected the Saviour. Put down the word 
Neglecting. Are there any in this school who are 
following the example of these priests and scribes? 
For if you are not seeking Jesus, you may be among 
those who are neglecting him. 

But there was one other way in which Jesus was 
treated at that time. How did Herod treat him? He 
opposed him. Put down the word Opposing. Yes, 
and from that day to this the world has condemned 
Herod for his action. But it may be even in our own 
school some are opposing Jesus. They may be saying 
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to him, “I do not want to’be ruled over by you.'’ Is 
not this an awfwl thought? ‘Let each one here ask 
himself this question: «‘In which of these three ways 
am I treating my Saviour? Am | seeking him to 
worship him, or am I neglecting him, or is it possible. 
that I am opposing ‘him ?”’ 
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Suggested Hymns and Psalms 
(References in parentheses are to “‘ Bible ‘Songs '') 
‘* While shepherds watched their flocks ‘by Psalm 8o : 15-20. 
night."’ (121 ; 12-17.) 
“Park ! the herald angets:sing.”’ Psalm 96 : 1-7. 
** [t came upon the midnight clear.” (132 : 147.) 
“© little town of Bethlehem.’ Psalm ye Bare 
** Once in royal David's city.” Psalm BPE 
“ Angels from the realms.of glory."’ (117 : 6-9.) 
“Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and tri- Psalm 118 : 24-29. 
umphant.”’ (170 : 17-20.) 
* x 
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OVERS of fiction have a rare feast spread before 
them .at ‘this closing ‘Christmas season of the 
nineteenth century. It is not possible even to men- 
tion the names of all the worthy books of this class 
now before the public. Some of the best aregrouped 
here for brief characterization, and others, well de- 
serving attention, which will be commented on at 
greater length in a later issue, are Eleanor ($1.50), 
a powerful novel by Mrs. Humphry Ward, whose 
Robert Elsmere so shook the literary world ‘some 
years ago; Jn the Palace of the King ($1.50), and 
The Fourth Generation ($1.59), two new ‘books by- 
those inexhaustible novelists, Marion Crawford and 
Sir Walter Besant respectively ; Dr. North and Fis 
Friends ($1.50), by S. Weir Mitchell; A Bicycle 
of Cathay ($1.50), a new book by Frank R. Stock- 
ton in ‘his happiest vein ; Alice of Old Vincennes 
($1.50) and The Grip of Honor ($1.50), two American 
historical novels by Maurice Thompson, ‘so favorably 
known as a nature-writer, and Cyrus Townsend Brady, 
the auther of For the Freedom of the Sea, respec- 
tively ; Cupid's Garden ($1.50), by Ellen Thorney- 
croft Fowler ; Léttle Lords of Creation ($1.25), a study 
in child life by 'H. S. Keays ; Ray's Daughter ($1.25), 
another soldier story by General Charles King; Zhe 
Filibusters ($1.50), a story of adventure by Cutcliffe 
Hyne. Among'the old friends in holiday garb are 
a beautiful edition.of James Lane Allen's masterpieces, 
The Kentucky Cardinal and Aftermath ($2.50), and 
Penelope's Experiences ($4), in two volumes, by Kate 
Douglas Wiggin. 


Shadowings from Far Japan 

Lafcadio Hearn, the author of Shadowings ($2), 
himself a child of Irish and Greek parents, steeped in 
the atmosphere of the French impressionists, and 
sensitive on all sides to those Oriental aromas, colors, 
and sounds to which most aliens are dull or callous, 
sends forth another volume of his studies and me@ita- 
tions. Robed in blue and gold, and stamped with 
the Jotus, this volume contains ‘‘ stories from strange 
books,”’ giving the pith of six Japanese movels, with 
their pathos and ‘horror, their beauty antl their terror. 
The book opens a window into the storied East, and, 


Fantasy and Fiction for 
Midwinter Reading 
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International Home Readings 


MON.—Matt-2:: ga1. Christmas lesson. 
TUES.— Matt. 2 :12-23. Herod's cruelty. 
WED.—Luke 2 : 25-40. Simeon and Anna. 
Tuurs.—lisa. 9 : 5-7. ‘Prophecy of ‘Christ. 
FRI.—1 John 4-79-19. Sent-of'God. 
Sat.—John 1 : 14. ‘The living Word. 
SuN.—Luke 2°:8-18. ‘Revealed to shepherds. 
(These Home .Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association.) 
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Lesson Calendar 


Fourth Quarter 
1. ‘October 7.—Jesus\Dining with a Pharisee. . ... . Luke a4 : 1-14 
2. ‘October 14.—Parable.of the Great Supper... . . Luske 14 : 15-24 
3. Oetober 21.—TheiLost Sheep and Lost Coin . . . . Lakews: 1-10 
4. Ovetober 28.—The Prodigal Son . . Latkes : 11-24 
5. Noveniber 4.—TFhe Unjust‘Steward . Luke 16 : 1-13 
6. November 11.—The Rich Manand Lazarus . Luke 16 : 19631 
7. November 48.—The Fen Lepers Cleansed . . Luke 17 : 21-19 
®. Wovember:a5.—Soberthiving .........54.54.- Titus 2: 1-15 
9. ‘December 2.—The'Rich Voung.Ruler ....... Matt. xg : 16-26 
zm. December 9.—Bartimems Healed ......... Mark 10 :.46—§2 
21. December 16.—Zacthems the Publican ....... Lake 19 :.1-z0 
12. December 23.—{O2"Uiristmas Lesson. “Matt. 2 : iit 
13. 


December 30.—Review. 





happily, it is not disfigured, as some of the earlier 
books of this naturalized Japanese citizen were, by 
needless ‘flmgs .atiteachers who ‘have taught in Japan 
a truth greater than Buddha ever knew. 
©ld Fires and Profitable Ghosts 

In a little county .of England, where the sea booms 
against white chalk cliffs, dwell the Cornishmen, de- 
scendants of ‘the dittest race im Great Britam. In 
Quiller-Couch Cornwall has found a loving :chron- 
icler, and of his sheaf of :stories now appearing under 
the singularly unattractive title of Old Fires and 
Profitable Ghosts ($1.50), the «majority are tales of 
Cornwall. There is mo truer artist among short- 
story writers to-day than Mr. Quiller-Couch, who, 
it will be remembered, was chosen as the writer best 
fitted to finish Stevenson's St. Ives, and it is a delight.to 
linger over his exquisitely chiseled sentences. Among 
his tales of the unseen world ‘‘The Seventh Man’’ 
is one which for artistic eeriness has rarely been sur- 
passed, while ‘‘ A Pair of Hands "’ is the sweetest ghost 
story that has appeared since Elia W. Peattie wrote 
‘‘Their Dear Littke Ghost.’’ 
Devil Tales of the Black ‘Man 

In ‘the old slave-days, voodooism was always more 
or less prevalent among ‘the plantations, —that strange 
fetich religion which the black man brought with him 
from the depths of the Dark Continent. ‘Reminders 
of this old worship of the powers of darkness still ap- 
pear throughout the South in tales of hags, haunts, 
and hoodoos. Ten of these Virginia Boyle has pub- 
lished under the suggestive title of Devé/ Tales ($1.50), 
most of which originally appeared in magazine form. 
The book is beautifully illustrated by Frost, and forms 
a welcome addition ‘to the holiday ghost lore. 


Fairy Lore from the Indians 

Of all the books .of the holidays none appears more 
gorgeously garbed than A Child of the Sun, an in- 
dian fairy tale by Charles Eugene Banks ($1.50). 
The book, with its heavy, uncut leaves, fine buckram 
cover, and exquisite illustrations in color by Louis 
Betts, the well-known Indian delineator, is a beauti- 
ful bit of modern bookmaking. Therein are chroni- 
cled the wanderings of the Arctides, that strange 
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tribe who journey ever eastwards, and their battles 
and final victory over the Bird of Evil. "Woven 
through the tale are ‘many fragments of the ‘fast van- 
ishing Indian folk-lore well worth preserving. 
Barbaric Tales from Morocco 

Morocco, that strange and bloody land whose navy 
—a single steamboat—is principally engaged im ‘trans- 
porting the pickled heads of rebels as mural decora- 
tions to the different coast towns, and which is yet 
but two or three hours distant from the ostentatious 
British civilization of Gibraltar ; that country »where, 
as Kipling says of India, thedays of Haroun .al Raschid 
touch the steam-engine,—is an almost virgin freld for 
fiction. In Zhe African Nights Entertainment 
($1.50) A. J. Dawson ‘has well caught ‘the ‘barbaric 
atmosphere of Morocco. Although some af his 
stories savor strongly of Kipling, they are none the 
less readable. ‘Two of ‘the ‘stories .stand ‘out as 
if painted in primary .colors,—‘‘The Richard Mer- 
lin ‘Document,”’ ‘a:study in ‘horror and love, passion 
and ‘blood ; and ‘‘Ben Hamed El Askar,’’ the tale of 
an English girl who rode away from her own world 
forever, all for the love of a Moor. Together they 
are typical of that Morocco ‘‘ where.a wise man is sur- 
prised at nothmg he sees and believes nothing that 
A Sumptuous LEiition of David Mearum 

Illustrating a newredition of an already popular and 
successful ‘book iis hazardous. But the fortunate pub- 
lishers of ‘the inimitable David Harum ($2) were not 
afraid to take the risk, and one is glad, after seeing 
their handsome ‘holiday edition of the book, that they 
were not. The pictures—full-page illustrations by 
Clinedinst and text drawings by Farrand—are sympa- 
thetic, ‘clever, and characteristically expressive. Espe- 
cially of David ‘himself do they carry out admirably 
one’s mental image of just what ‘he ought to look like. 
The book is a substantial and ¢legant piece of work- 
manship, and is well -worthy of either .a first or a sec- 
ond reading in its new dress. 
More about the Stickit Minister 

Some seven wears ago, S. R. Crockett, with the 
series of tales entitled The Stickit Minister, first took 
his plaee with Barrie-and Watson as a master of the 
short story of Scotland. In his last book, Zhe 
Stickit Minister s Wooing, Mr. Crockett has harked 
back to his truest art. The pathos of such stories as 
‘¢ The Troublerof Israel’’ and ‘‘ The Man of Wrath"’ 
catches at ‘the reader's throat, while *‘ The Little Fair 
Man”’ is a\worthy story of the grand, grim Covenant- 
ers, and ‘‘My Father's Love Story’ the truest, ten- 
derest love tale that has appeared for many a day. 
Uncle Eben Hdiden 

The story of a boy who-was carried in a basket from 
Vermont into northern New York State, and .the life 
of the early fifties in that nerthland, is told in homely 
phrase by Irving Bacheller in his latest book, Eden 


Hlolden ($1.50). Some readers will be sure to feel 


that the book is a somewhat diluted imitation of 
David Harum. In places it is bewilderingly pied, as 
at page 171. But the quaint humor of Uncle Eb, 


‘‘who never swore ‘less ‘twas nec’sary, nor ketched 
a fish bigger'n *twas,’’ and the excellent studies of 
Horace Greeley, make the book a spirited addition 
to the recent literature of character study. 
A Fascinating Nature Story from C.:G. D. Roberts 
The gray-green-and-gold cover, uncut leaves, and 
rough edges, of Zhe Heart of the Ancient Wood, by 
Charles G. D. R: berts ($1.50), area fit setting for that 
tale of the sweet, wild, fierce, forest folk and the two 
who dwelt in their midst until Love came through 
the gold and green tree-light, and called those twain 
back to their own world again. Kirstie and Miranda 
will remind the reader of Hawthorne's ‘‘ Hester and 
Pearl,’’ while Kroof, the great she-bear, is surely own 
cousin ‘to Ernest Seton-Thompson’s ‘‘ Wahb.’’ ‘The 
writer has recognized that ‘‘secret of things ’’ which 
(** Books and Writers *’ continué$ +n page 808) 
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Advertising Rate 

80 cents per line, with discount of 10 per cent 
on an advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 
used within a year, or for a space of not less than 
one inch each issue fora year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject to earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, provided such positions do not 
conflict with the Publishers’ idea of the general 
make-up of the advertising pages. Positions are 
never guaranteed to any advertisement of less 
than three inches space. An advertiser contract- 
ing for $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may have, when practicable, a selected 
position, without extra cost, except when the ad- 
vertiser contracts for — on the last page. 
For all advertising conditioned on an appearance 
upon the last page, an advance of 20 per cent in 
addition to the regular rate will be charged. 
For inside-page positions, on orders of less than 
$7,000, an advance of 20 per cent in addition to 
the regular rate will be charged. All adver- 
tisements are subject to approval as to character, 
wording, and display. Advertisers are free 
to examine the subscription list at any time. 
For Terms of Subscription, see page 810. 
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Our Holiday Offer 


TWO Excellent Christmas Gift¢ 
for ONE DOLLAR 


AA Year's 
Sf ebecription 
to 












Git for @ 
Book loving 
friend 























Continuing, this Bright 
Schoolgirl in Middletown, 
Conn., writes: 


‘I do not know of any other 
little girl who has earned 
thirty-five dollars in soshort 
a time and in such a pleas- 
ant way as I have, and I am 
quite sure that none of 
your older agents are more 
pleased with their success.’’ 


What 
this Schoolgirl did 
others can do 


The Ladies’ Home Journal 
and The Saturday Evening Post will 
willingly co-operate with others who 
want to accomplish the same result. 
A very liberal commission will be paid 
upon each subscription and renewal se- 
cured, besides offering each an oppor- 
tunity to share in $18,000, to be 
awarded on May 1, 1901. 


THE CURTIS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
PHILADELPHIA 
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BOOK NEWS contains each month all the 
important news of new books. It reviews the 


EVERYBODY'S MAGAZINE is a monthly 
budget of bright stories and cage my | infor- 
mation of broad human interest. The highest latest books. Makes it easy for you to choose 
editorial and literary ability, superior paper, good the best, and to avoid those that would prob- 
printing, artistic illustration, have been so strongly | ably disappoint. Contains pen sketches and 
united as to make Everybody’s Magazine the first rtraits of authors; news items concerning pub- 
popular periodical in the country. Its spirit is ishers and much other interesting information 
patriotic and strongly American. Its tone is strong from the world of literature. Tells fully and in- 
and elevated. Its style is bright and — terestingly what every book-lover wants to know 
pveayesey s Magazine is especially the monthly to keep posted on literary affairs. 

for the home, 














One Dollar sends a refined, entertaining, all-the-year-round present to TWO friends ; 
and no postage or express to pay for the sending. We send them to separate addresses, if 
so ordered. 


This offer is limited to the number necessary to make paid subscription list One Hundred Thousand, 
to which it is rapidly reaching forward ; and we retain the right to withdraw it at any time without notice— 
returning your dollar. 


Send the Dollar to 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 


Publishing Department, 








Dr. Maltbie D. Babcock’s 


Catendar for 1901 Fie Shen 
Latest photograph by Rockwood of New 
York. Revised, and new thoughts added. 

Prices : Half-tone cut, 50 cts. ; photograph, 
75 cts.; platinotype, $1. By mail, rocts. extra, 

JOHN S. BRIDGES & CO. 
15 South Charles Street, Baltimore, Md. 
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D. L. MOODY'S i ses wor 


TENT Y OLUMES of his latest sermons, Bible 
jes, Anecdotes, et $2.00 


t.. 
LaSalle Ave., (V1. GO, or EAST NORTHFIELD, m:S8, 


*. Carriage paid anywhere 
nts wanted. A. P. FITT, 8u 
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A NEW sctoo. QUARTERLY 


or Book Store. New York 


SCHOOL 


Our new Illustrated Sunday-School Quarterly contains all that is latest 
and best in Sunday-School teaching. 

In addition to the usual Explanations of the Text, Practical Hints, Help- 
ful Thoughts, References to Books and Pictures, Lesson Hymns, Subjects 
for Discussion, Suggestive Questions, Questions for Review and for 
Written Answers, Maps, Music, and all the other helps which have made 
our Quarterlies so popular, this new Quarterly contains : 


1. Three pages, instead of two, devoted to each lesson, thus furnishing more and 
better helps for Sunday-School scholars. 


2. Lach lesson is illustrated by a beautiful half-tone picture, carefully selected 
Srom some of the great masters, to illustrate the inner thought of the lesson. 


3: Lach lesson has suggestive thoughts, fuller explanations, and met ede li- 
cations; designed not to take the place of study, but to awa cn thought, to 
stimulate the mind of the pupil to deeper study. 


Dr. F. N. Peloubet’s name is a guarantee for the quality of this Quar- 
terly, and the entire range of Sunday-School and Biblical literature 
has been closely scanned by this veteran worker, to make*this the model 
Sunday-School Quarterly of the century. 


Price, 4 cents a number ; 16 cents a year. 


Send for free sample copies, and thus learn for yourself its many exclu- 


sive excellencies. 
Boston and 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY, &Siices.2" 
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Over 175,000 Copies Sold 


Pocket Testament with Notes 


his is a concise pocket Testament and commentary with references. It con- 
tains carefully selected notes on each verse,—brief, pointed, and full of thought and 
information. These are admirable helps to Bible study, and serve as valuable hints 
sition of the text. It also contains a Harmony of the Gospels, History 
k, Chronological Tables, and Tables of Weights, Measures, etc. 
for Teachers, Endeavorers, and All Bible Students 
, on fine thin paper; bound in full limp leather; Divinity 


in the ex 
of each 
The Ideal Hand- 
Printed in clear ty t n e : 
Circuit, red under gold edges, 800 pages. Size, 5} inches long, 3% inches wide, 


and ¥% inch thick. 
PRICE, $1.00, POSTPAID 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 150 Nassau St., New York 
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EBEN -HOLDEN 


By Irving Bacheller 
125th THOUSAND 


ramo, cloth, gilt top, $1.50. 


‘ 


‘* A book full of the gospel of cheerfulness, 
upright living, and sage duty. It is good for 
any or all of us to know ‘ Uncle Eb.’ "’ 

St. Louis Mirror. 


THE ADVENTURES 
OF JOEL PEPPER 
By Margaret Sidney 
samo, cloth, illustrated, $1.50. 
‘‘A new Pepper book! A hundred thousand 
children will shout with glee. 
Chicago Inter-Ocean. 
China’s Open Door $1.50 
by Consul-General Wildman 
The most readable and valuable of all the 
books on China. 
Concerning Cats $1.50 
by Helen M. Winslow 
A gift book, and a helpful, entertaining book 
for all who love cats. 
The Judges’ Cave $1.50 
by Margaret Sidney 
A powerful colonial romance of the New 
Haven “ regicides."’ 
Winning Out $1.00 
by Orison Swett Marden 
Inspiring stories of men who have succeeded, 
by the editor of Success. 
The Noank’s Log $1.25 
by William O. Stoddard 
The stirring and absorbing story of a Revo- 
lutionary privateer. 
By Way of the Wilderness $1.50 
by “ Pansy ” (Mrs. G. R. Alden) 
A romance of conscience by one of the most 
popular of writers. 
The Last of the Flatboats $1.50 
by George Cary Eggleston 
A remarkably good story of adventure and 
profit on the Mississippi. 
With Lawton and Roberts $1.25 
by Elbridge S. Brooks 
A hero story of daring and adventure under 
two heroes of to-day in the Philippines and 
the Transvaal. 
Missent $0.75 
by “Pansy” (Mrs. G. R. Alden) 
A bright and charming love story based on a 
missent postal. 
At all bookstores. 
LOTHROP PUBLISHING COMPANY 





17th THOUSAND 17th THOUSAND 
A Christmas Book for Children 


Child’s Christ-Tales 


BY ANDREA HOFER PROUDFOOT 


It is not always that the Christmas story has in it 
the true spirit of Christmas glory and honor to Him 
who was born a Saviour, ‘“Cuitp’s Curist- 
Taxes” is the most Christian of all juvenile story- 
books. The stories of St. Anthony, St. Christopher, 
St. John, and the Christ-child, told in simple lan- 
guage for children, and yet attractive to the older 
ones, are here grouped together. Every mother and 
every teacher of little ones should have this book. It 
is a precious gift to any child and to child-lovers for 
Christmas, Easter, and birthday. The stories will 
bear reading over and over. 

The book is illustrated with thirty-eight of the 
choicest half-tone illustrations of the great masters, 
Raphael, Murillo, Lerolle, etc. Typographically 
the book is pleasing. The stamp is in gold and silver 
on purple or green, and black on gray, cloth. Each 
copy is in a box, making it more suitable for gift pur- 
poses. For sale at most bookstores; if not at yours, 
remit us 7g cents, and it wiil be mailed to you. 


A FLANAGAN COMPANY, Publishers 
266-268 Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 





TRINITY BELLS 


BY AMELIA BE. BARR 


8vo. $1.50. 10th edition. 


Sixteen full-page illustrations. 


Christian Nation: ‘‘ Without questics 
the best book for young girls in a Christian 
home which has appeared in years.’’ 


All booksellers. 
J. F. TAYLOR & CO., New York 




















































Is the brightest, sweetest, cheeriest 
little weekly paper made for young 
children, and only costs 30c. a year. 
Send for free samples to 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
BOSTON AND CHICAGO 


EXT 1 TO THE BIBLE LE ie the ven 


Pee gd Spy ferent Contains 
Sertpeure Text, View Points, Datty Hoadgs an 
pm wy baie hh 
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isa t satisfaction when on lead- 
pencil, but the aggravation of its snapping 
off, as soon as put to use, is often muc 
greater than the incident warrants. 

This exceedingly annoyimg oceurrence 
can be avoided by using 


DIXON’S 
AMERICAN GRAPHITE 


PENCILS 
Their tough, smorth leads don’t break or 
scratch when im use. 
pi in all a covering the whole field 


PHEIR GR VARIES. 
pu J our dealer's. If not ob- 
tainable,send 16c. for samples worth double. 
JOSEPH DIXON CRUCIBLE CO. 
Jersey City 


» Ne ve 
















oO 
Atel Gens 


THE STANDARD 
AMERICAN 


BRAND 


Established nearly 50 years ago. 
smprenes & ——_ for ev style of writing. 
Sample box 15 pens by 10 cenis. 

Ask for 15 assorted pens in box. 


“SPENCERIAN PEN CO., 349 Broadway, New York 




















AMERICAN aa 


Insurance Com 


et ner Saas cacpu 





CASH CAPITAL,............................. $500,000.00 
Reserve fer Reinsurance and all 

ether claians.. .......-——........00000 1,737,.506.62 
Searpias ever aff Liabilities,............338,.934-56 
ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1900, 
$2,626,441.18 

MONTGOMERY, Presrdient 
RICHARD M ARIS, boc and Treas. 

wm. F. Be ie Apes, Sec. 
wM. , Genl. Myr. 


Chastes S. Whelen, 
Edward lV. Seale, 
ohn S. (ren avd, 
wari vber Welsh, 
Id R. Montgome. 


interest, without default 
oe imterest. is the record of cer 21 
r" ’ realestate 
and severe financial de- 
carefully selecte 





5253 


stomer. 
Write to us for our list of loans in the blackwaxy belt 
of nee | and in Oklahoma, and for a and 
proofs of our success in trying per tween 
1878-1899. GUARANTERD. 
THE BUNNELL & ENO INVESTMENT CO. 
Bullitt Batiding, Fhitedeiphiae, Pa. 


Teachers Wanted 2°fvon Tiss 


agth year. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Where to Get 
Church or Sunday-School Supplies 





It’s worth a great deal to any church or Sunday-school to know where supplies may be purchased. Here is a list of promi- 
nent dealers, any or all of whom would be glad to correspoad with our readers about supplies required in church, school, and 


class. 


When you need anything of the sort, thie Directory is the surest guide. 


It appears once a month. One advertiser or 


another, among these, is almest certain to have for sale whatever supplies are desired in any church or Sunday-school. 


- 


~~ ~ * 


A LESSON HELP 
OF PERMANENT VALUE 
of Matthew 
Rice, D.D 
New map. 


tion). ty viii and 33 


pages. 12 full-page half 
tene illustrations from p 


tographs. Map, etc. 
Until Dec. 20, 1900, either of o~ 
Special You books sent to readers 
Times for $1.00, post-paid. 


The Union Press, 1122 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 





ATTENDANCE REGISTER 


Begin the new year right, use our at 
tendance and collection register, increases 
attendance and collections. The whole 
school can see it. Sent by express, prepaid, 
for 50 cents. 

GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 
122 Nassau Street, New York 





20,000 


CHURCHES 


Lighted by the FRINK System of Reffectors with 
Electric, Gas, Welsbach, Acetylene, or il. 

LICENSED to manufacture electric and com- 
bination gas and electric fixtures. Send dimensions 
fos estimate. 


i. P. PRINK, 551 Pearl Street, New York 





** Best and Cheapest ’’ 
David C. Cook Publishing Co. 
36 be ty St., Chicago 


Ow ome 4 ~— S Soom. 5 alee Sas ap aige 
rior, and is the cheapest. Sam 
Publishers of the New Sane 


Do you keep your Records 
tby the CARD SYSTEM? 
All the others do—FIND 


Vocalion Organs 


Organs built yal the Vocalion system are pre- 
eminenthy fitted for chu services. They havea 
full, rich diapason tone, and a peculiar delicacy im 





Commentary. on Gospel ! 
Edwin W. Ri DD. 
8vo. 13 fall-page illustrations. 

Commentary om Gospel of Joha (enlarged edi- 


the string registers, which make them of inestimable 
Monthly for teachers superintendent, ep Doster Ol J I ABOIl J I IT value ovns e accompenitment to the human — 9 
free. blishers of Youmg People’ 5 e Organs Sey ay Sw oie apen re- 
Weekly, the cone and oe — : — Paper ‘THEO. BM. HAMMOND, quest. Send Catalog 
Schecl, Sead tor Mescrated colaiog and particulars MILWAUKEE, WS. Vecalion Orgam Co., 18 W. 23d St., N. Y. 
OXFORD MAPS AUSTIN ORGAN COMPANY 
EVERYTHING NEEDED IN By Pret. IR. OSBORN, LL.D. HARTFORD, CONN. 
YOUR SUNDAY- SCHOOL ee aan, PO ne peng sy oe 
can be purchased from us. Palestine A, -. Ltr Unicersal Windchest System 


oe Stee, See Faas oe 
lesson helps and requisites. 


WARD & DRUMMOND CO. 
7 West Nineteenth St., New York, N. Y. 





ue a ity, containing 
recemt disceveries. The 





of Palestine is essen- 


Egypt and Sinai tial for the lessons of the com- 

terms to 

St. Paul’s Travels Sabbath schook for this map ; 
for the four maps as a@ set. 


OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS. Oxford, Ohio. 


The rematkable success of this system is due to 
the use of only one large windchest, or air-box,whick 
is filled with air under pressure. The pipes stand 
on bars directly over this of air, Be oy roof, im 
fact,—and are separated from it, each by a sin , 
valve. Al mechanism is full exposed and ea 
regwlated. Send for illusteneed catalog. 





MacCALLA & CO."S HYMN BOOKS 


Fives strong points of w 4 
(2) Appearance, (3) 
oe singable. 

i 


() Quality, 
very — 
Ly per oP oem, accordin 

vi No. i. For Sun LS 
schools and Young People's Societies. Over 46,000 
omnes im six months. Evange Edition 
of Heavenly Sunlight. Justissued. For evange- 
istic services, prayer-mectings, and general use. 
y yf gue or a copy of either book, or 20 cents 

‘or th. 


. 7 
The Pilgrim Press 
Congregational House, Boston 
175 Wabash Avenue, Chicago 
Samples =a ce-list free. Books and peri icals 
all other houses furnished at minimum rates. 
Sunday-school library books from all publishers « § 





s y- 
J. #. TEWKSBURY, Basiness Manager 


A.B. & E.L.Shaw Co, 


largest makers of 


Lodge Farsitere, 


Shoe Stere Settees 


81 Causeway St ., Beston 
Send fer new cotsiegs. 








MPANY, 249 
k Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
for Sunday-school 


PINS classes, from 10 cents to 


$2.50 each, ocgording to quantity 
and qualie This style, with any 
letters, rr gures, if not more than 
four, amy one, two, three colors 
of enamel, sample, silver plate, 
to cents; per dozen, $1.co. Sam- 
Ble, sterling silver, 25 cents ; per 





To Saperintendents 
and Librarians 


We have the largest of children’s 
books to be found in the United States, and are in 
a position to furnish Sunday-school libraries with 
the best books suitable for such work at a discount 








Entertainments 


Per churches and Sunday-schools. Magic 
lanterns, stercopticons, and views, all prices. 
Men employed during the day can make money 

giving public exhibitions. Little capital 


dona, $2.50. Send for catalo og of one-third from the retail Price, for $25 worth and ) needed. Full particulars in 260 page illustrated 
showin bry to ei over. books—PREE. 
Mtg. Jewelers DUTTON & CO., Publishers McA Mazxutacturing Opt 
121 0 Chamber a teary Rochester, N. Y. Street, New York City. LLISTER 49 Nassau St., Nee York 





THE LATEST SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC BOOK 
¢¢ In Excelsis for School and Chapel” 
= ublished, is the largest and most complete } 

the ever issued by The Century Co. ‘ 
It is designed to elp young people toward the forma- 
ties of good taste in music. Do not Y: @ new book 
for your school without seeing it. ingle sample 
copy (to be returned if not adopt er WG. + 
oo to any reader of THE Goneee ScHOOL Timss, 
by addressing 
The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


>) ers of the HOLM 
BIBLE. 


A Wonderful Bible 


lw recognition od its 0 het rani Gesign and 
) techmical excellence,”’ | Keay’ Institute 


has just awarded FY. h- 
AN LINEAR SS oy 5: FEACHERS? 
The only real Parallel Bible | 
Thas near textis used, by permission, im “ loubers 
pee Notes | 1 D ioe; > ns, “‘ Westminster 
‘eacher ;’’ and ot nes tending Sane papers. 
Write for booklet of specianan pugs and prices. 


A. J. HOLMAN & CO., Phitadeiptia, Pa. 








OUR 
Stereopticons 
and 
Oil Lanterns 


Have no equal. Views 

of all subjects. Lowest 

prices. Send for catalog. 
L. MANASSE 

8@ Madison St., Chicago 





ATTENTION is the first essential in the 


Sunday-school. Your open- 

services will obtain this if you rightly use 
Geek te ws Worship for the Bible rvice. 
returnable sample copy. A CArisimas 


service ts included. 
with halftone cut ) 


CHRISTMAS CARDS from Sistine Ma- | 


domme, apps jate quotation, and same of your 
schoo attractively A ted in two colors Tf 
stock, 44% X7, only $2.00 per hundred, po: 


The Presbyterian Beard of Publica- 
tion and Sabbath School Work 


LLB. —_y —t., -_, Graded Series of 


Lesson yop mye Rees Se, and 
5 | a s F by Dr } JR. : Mitl e, Send for 
ree samples for your whole schoo verythin 
for the Sunduy-schoot. ad 

Phi hiladelphia New Yor 
Fifth Ave.; Chics’. > 37 Randolph St.; Sr. Bx 
1516 Locust St.: San Francisco : 16 Grant Ave. 


Ostermoor 
Church Cushions 


We have cushioned 25,000 churches with 
the famous Ostermoor Patent Elastic Felt. 
We make, renovate, repair, and exchange. 
Send for our tree book ** Church Cushions."’ 


Ostermoor & Co., 116 Elizabeth St., New York 























W.A. Wilde Company | 
Boston Chicago 


Publishers of Peloubet Lesson 
Helps and Sunday-scheol re- 
-. of all descriptions. 









































“Church Money” 


A bandbook for church workers will be 
semt to any one sending name and address. 
It will give a complete list of devices for 
keeping the treasury full. A posial card 
will bring it. 

THE CHRISTIAN FINANCE ASSOCIATION, 
48 Cortiandt Street, New York. 


Established 1880 


M. P. MOLLER, "4ceRstown, 
Maaufecturer and builder of 
Pipe Organs,Reed Organs, 
Pianos 
for churches and Sunday-schools, Write for our 


cial manafacturer’s prices. Our instruments and 
their prices are both right for you. 





Milton A. Dixon Sunday-schiool Sappites, 
In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything adver- 


} 
tised tn this paper, you will oblige 


tha publishers, as well as the ad- 

sertiser, by stating that you saw 
the advertisement in The Sunday 
School Times. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 


53,000 CHILDREN 


are singing every Sunday from 


CARMINA FOR THE SUN- 


DAY-SCHOOL 
The best Sunda 


-schoot hymna! published. 
Specimen copy free to pastors, superinten- 


dents, and music committees. 
A. S$. BARNES &  Suaeetre 
156 P Avenue, New York City 





Sent to any address, postpaid, for a wa 
Room 322, Grand Central Station, New York 


N all correspondence with dealers 
advertised in this Directory, men- 
tiot The Sunday School Times. 

This will oblige the publishers of this 
paper as well as the advertiser, and 
will frequently be of distinct advantage 
to you. 


Address 





















































YOUNG PEOPLE’S WEEKLY 
















Brooklyn, N. Y., Nov. 1, 1900. 
Publishers Young People’s Weekly:— 
The list of contributors and articles for 
the readers of “Young People’s W eekly” 
ie high, whelesome and inspiring. Ite 
readers are already a multitude, but the 
multitude should become a host that no 
man can number. 
NEWELL DWIGHT HILLIS. 








Ohicago, IL, Sept. 18, 1900. 
Publishers Young People’s W eekly:—I 
congratulate you on the prospects of 
* Young People’s Weekly.” With sucha 


program as you have, it will certainly 
take ite place in the fore-front of that 
literary movement which promises 

purity and inspiration te the readers. 
F. W. GUNSAULUSB. 




















“The Best for Youth” is 


the trumpet-call of the Century. No longer are 
our young men and young women assigned secondary parts upon life's stage. 
This is the Age of Youth. Young People’s Weekly strives to be helpful to 
the young and thus stand the Right-hand of Home and Nation. 



















Eminent Contributors. 


JOHN WATSON, D.D,, 
“A Young Man’s Glory.” 


GEN. 0. 0. HOWARD, 
“West Point as I Have Séen It.” 


DAVID J. BREWER, LL.D., 
**A Messenger of Glery.” 
ELIZABETH G. JORDAN, 
“Te the Girl whe is Beginning.” 
JACOB A. RIIS, 
“Stand by the Ship.” 
EGERTON R. YOUNG, 


“Only an Indian.” 


Stories and nd Sketches. 
“TOILERS IN THE DARK,” 


M FUTHEY GIBBONS. 


“A SHINING MARK,” 


ARTON, D.D. 


“OLD IRONS! SIDES’ 


NNIE HAMILTON DONNELL. 


“A WOMAN OF BUSINESS,” 
BY EMMA C. DOWD. 
“ Greatest Moment of Their Lives,” 


BY MAX BENNETT THRASHER. 


“MY AIN COUNTRIE,” 


BY IDA REED SMITH. 


“THE WAY MARGERY ¥Y FOUND,” 
> Bowen's “a “Sensational “Story, ge 










Young People’s Week] 


@ach, all beautifully Pt Aad in black and A, 
PRIOE. 





is the leadin 
tains from 
It reaches 
Single subscription, 75 cents per year. 
8 cents each per year. Subscriptions may begin with any month. 











SPECIAL OFFE 





"abgoe c. COO 


To make new friends at once, we will send 
“Young People’s Weekly” for three months 
(18 weeks) for only 10 cents, if your order be sent before January 1, 1901. 


Address: 


K PUBLISHING COMPANY 
36 WASHINGTON STREET, CHICAGO. 


. SCOOP,’ - 


to twelve lat we pagent ‘of four columng 
welve of four colu 
,000 homes. It is Best for Youth. 
In clubs of three or more, te eme address, 
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For twenty-six consecutive years 


and supreme skill, and more than 


A HUNDRED THOUSAND 


SELECT NOTE 


Peloubet has compiled N 


Select Notes on the International yoer Soariae School Lessons with rare ability 


BIBLE STUDENTS 





testify that Select Notes are i 








Cloth, price, $1.25. 


hil 
become a real teacher of the Word. Send for specimen pages. 
Sent postpaid on receipt of price. 


WV. A WILDE CoO. 


for letely fitting one to 


r 





ve 




















THE HELPS 


“Of all 


























THE 12 MAPS 


surveys, with complete index. 


There are styles, prices and bindings to suit every one. 
booksellers, or sent postpaid on receipt of price. 


THE POPULARITY OF 
Nelson’s Teachers’ Bibles 


is due to their exceptional adaptability for every need of the 
Bible reader and student. 


is the most complete yet 


are just what Sunday-school teachers want. 
All new and graphically written by the 
most eminent scholars, with 350 illustrations. 


THE CONCORDANCE 


pro- 


duced, as it combines Concor- 
dance, Subject Index, pronounces and interprets Scripture 
proper names, etc., in one A B C list. 


are beautifully colored, carefully revised 


and s 


cially engraved from the latest 


For sale by all 
Send for catalogue to 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, Publishers, 37-41 East 18th Street, New York. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(“ Books and Writers” continued) 
Clavis learned in Mrs. Slosson's story, — 
that strange, elusive mystery of nature 
known by Thoreau’s trees in the wood, 
who were always waiting for him to pass 
before they would speak of it to each 
other. 
A Sequel to Sentimental Tommy 
Few writers are great enough for a 
sequel. When once one has poured 
enough of himself into a book to make it 
live, seldom again can he quite succeed 
in filling the same mold. Barrie has 
well demonstrated the truth of this liter- 
ary axiom in his last work. Sentimental 
Tommy was the novel of the decade ; 
Tommy and Grizel ($1.50) is only a se- 
quel. As Tommy himself would say, the 
book fails to ‘‘march'’ in places, al- 
though, judged by other standards than 
the one that Barrie has set for himself, 
it is anovel of wonderful strength. With 
a power that is almost pain the writer has 
described the growth of Tommy’s imagi- 
nation, and with unpalliating realism de- 
picts that faculty which made him ad- 
mired as a boy growing in manhood to 
be an overmastering passion that gradu- 
ally saps all the realities of life, until 
Tommy's whole nature rings false. Grizel 
the brave, the true, and the tender, has 
in this sequel become a woman who ranks 
with all that is loyal and loving in modern 
fiction. 
Stephen Crane’s Soldier Stories 

In Wounds in the Rain ($1.50), as in 
Maggie, and The Red Badge of Courage, 
his first book, Stephen Crane painted 
rather than wrote. How like a_brush- 
stroke every word stands out in that chro- 
matic ten-word description of a tropical 
noontide, —‘‘ the sky was bare and blue, 
and hurt like brass''! Throughout the 
book there is the same vivid coloring and 
contrast. The gold of heroism overlays 
the raw crimson of blood, and through 
black backgrounds of horror’ filters the 
ever-present chiaroscuro of American 
humor. Whether it be the story of a sig- 
nal-man, who wig-wagged painstakingly 
on an exposed ridge, with his back to 
the bullets of an army, a ghastly death 
scene under the grim machete, or John- 
nie’s exceeding bitter cry against Spanish 
perfidy, ‘‘Charge me fifteen dollars in 
gold for an egg, and then not give me 
the egg !’’ there is ever present the same 
dominant note of an originality that 
America has not known since the days 
of Poe. 
Anthony Hope’s Quisante 

Anthony Hope Hawkins, the splendid 
romancer of The Prisoner. of Zenda, the 
subtle, delightful, ironic humorist of The 
Dollie Dialogues, has asserted his versa- 
tility in a successful psychological study. 
Quisante ($1.50) describes the life of the 
‘*strange, intolerable, vulgar, attractive, 
intermittently inspired creature,’’ who 
has given his name to the story. The 
book is a study in unscrupulous strength. 
By sheer force and daring the hero storms 
the inner citadel of English society, be- 
comes a power in Parliament, and drags 
into his life, protesting, frightened, but 
wholly fascinated, the beautiful May Gas- 
tou, that ‘‘empress among women,"’ In 
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Actual size of cards, 6X8 inches. 


Wiilde’s Bible Pictures 


The greatest care has been taken in select- 
ing our pictures, and they are, we believe, 


the finest collection made. 


Send 1o cents 


postage for ten selected subjects, and our full 
catalog. They will surely please you. 


Wi. A, Wilde Company 


Boston and 
Chicago 

















se HELP FOR YOU 











MANUAL OF 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
METHODS 


By Addison P. 
Por 10 days Cloth, 344 pages. 


only 
Times. 


A_ comprehensive 
treatment of Sun- 
day -school princi- 
~ and methods. 

ivery topic. that 
pertains to a perfect 
organization is 
treated. 

Foster, D. D. 
Speciai price to 


readers of The Sunday School 
65 cents, postpaid. 


“No Sunday-school worker, whether teacher 
or officer, should be without the book.”’"—C, &, 


World ld. 





THE UNION PRESS 
1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Catalog of Sunday-school supplies sent free. 














Helpful Books for 
Sunday -school Teachers 
LESSONS FROM THE DESK 


By tne Rev. 
Pages. Price, 6 


bs arold Kennedy. 


160 


16mo, 


cents. 
Terse ake of Biblical facts and doc- 


trines designed for Sunday-school teachers, ... 


and for supplementary lessons.’ 


— The Outlook. 


A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK ON 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK 


By the Rev. L. 
slonaey. 


E. Peters, Sunday-school mis- 
16mo, 175 pages. 


Price, 60 cents. 


The important qualities of a text-book for 


normal Sunday-school teachin 


are adaptation 


to need. accuracy, interest, clearness, brevity 


convenient arran ement, 


and cheapness. All 


pose are well exhibited in A Practical Hang, 
book.” — The Sunday School Times. 
American Palade Publication Society 
adelphia, Pa. 





EDISON 
PHONOGRAPHS 


AND RECORDS 


The only kind worth having. 
Nine styles of machines, 


from $10.00 to $100.00. 


None genuine without this 


Bo wt a 


MARK 
1,500 different Records from 
which to make a choice. 
Record lists and catalogs of 
all phonograph dealers. 
NATIONAL PHONOGRAPH CO. 
135 Fifth Ave., New York. 


ECHO ALL OVER THI 


WORLD 








(** Books and Writers '’ continued on page 809) 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS 





‘ 
‘ 





Twelve beautiful Enamel Text Cards, 3% 7% inches, 
silver lettering and floral decoration. 
framing, bein 
for holiday gifts. 


Require no 
nded by a silk cord. Unsurpassed 
‘he twelve sent, postpaid, for 50 ct: 


M. BE. MUNSON, 77 Bible House, New Yort. 
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lO’NEILL’S| 
Christmas Gifts 


Our stock of Holiday Goods is now complete. It embraces almost everything 
that is new and appropriate for Christmas giving. The prices we have set are 
unusually attractive, and will enable you to be more oy perhaps, than you 
anticipated. oe ae a # we BS we we we 








Choice Novelties 


In Lamps, Bronzes, Clocks, Bric-a-Brac, Etchings, Engravings, Water-Colors and 
Pastels, Fine Furniture, Oriental and Domestic Rugs, Fine China, Rich Cut 
Glass, Sterling and Silver-Plated Tableware, Silver Toilet Articles, Jewelry, 
Leather Goods, Mufflers, Canes, Umbrellas, Smoking-Jackets, Bath Robes, 
Cameras, Sewing Machines, Books, Etc., Etc. # # a # ] 





Send for a Copy of Our Little “ Gift-Book” 
Mailed Free to All Out-of-Town Applicants 
It is profusely illustrated, and describes briefly the immense line of Holiday 
Goods to be found in this great store. It will also give you an idea as to the un- 


usually attractive prices that prevail. If you live out of town, and wish a copy, 
send us your name and address, and we'll mail you one. we a 2 








H. O’NEILL & COMPANY, Sixth Avenue, 
20th to 2Ist Street, NEW YORK CITY 
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(“ Books and Writers’ continued) 

the setting of the story, Mr. Hawkins has 
utilized with effect the special knowl- 
edge he has gained as a recent member 
of the House of Commons, and his de- 
scription of a contested election is es- 
pecially spirited. 
Boys and Men 

There have been several good books 
of college stories im late years, and proba- 
bly the most recent is Boys and Men 
($1.25), in which Richard Holbrook, a 
Yale man not ten years out of college, 
tells of the life and development of a 
group of typical undergraduates. When 
one finds it difficult to lay a book down 
until its reading is finished, the interest 


of that book is assured. This is true of 





| Mr. 


for there is not 
only a continuous mof#if linking closely 
the lives and loves of two men and a 
girl, but the chapters are full of minor 
incident and action which in themselves 
are thoroughly entertaining. Yale men 
can, of course, most fully appreciate the 


Holbrook’s story, 














@>SP-OUR NEW QUARTERLY 


The Westminster Primary Quarterly 


Prepared by Josephine L. Baldwin » Edited by J. R. Miller, D.D. 





THs new Quarterly for Primary children is intended and expected to perform a-much 
needed part in the religious training of children under the reading age. 

Much use is made of pictures, because, by stioning young people in regard to what 
they remember of primary-class teachffig, it hasbeen found that where pictures have been 
used much is remembered, and always in connection with some picture. 

As it is a new publication, conducted on a new plan, with the special purpose of trying 
to bridge some part of the chasm which separates the home and the Sunday-school, parents 
are asked to go over the lesson with the child after the lesson has been taught, and to assist 
and encourage him to do the simple drawing suggested each week. 

The Primary Quarterly will be especially valued in the home, and will furnish 
mothers with 2 ‘elpful means of religious instruction for the little ones who do not attend 
the Sunday-school. 





SAMPLE COPIES 
FREE 


The Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath-School Work 


Philadelphia New York Chicago St. Louis San Francisco 


12 Bony a year for school subscriptions 


20 cents a year for single subscriptions 
Price 
the same rate by the quarter 

















Paris Exposition, 1900 The Grand Prize for Book- 
Highest Award binding and Oxford 


BIBLES 
Reference TE A cs H E RS ” Concordance 


Light, thin, compact, beautifully printed on Oxford India Paper 











Ready November 1, 1900 The Ideal Book for Bible Students 


The Oxford Two-Version Bible 


With References Large Type Edition 


ted in the 


Authorized Version with the difference ef the Version prin 
Printed on fine white an 


we tha both Revised 
an em my be read from the same page. Size, 8%X5%. 


the 


For sale by all booksellers. Send for catalog. 


Oxford University Press—American Branch: 9: and 93 Fifth Avenue, New York 














fidelity of local color and actual allusion 
with which the story abounds. But 
one’s enjoyment of the book does not at 
| all depend upon this, for its inherent in- 
| terest makes it well worth reading, re- 
| gardless of college affiliations. 
Ralph Connor’s Remarkable Books 
‘¢ Ralph Connor’’ has made for him- 
| self such friends ast is given to few 
authors to make. In the brief time that 
| Black Rock ($1.25) and The Sky Pilot 
| ($1.25) have been im the hands of the 
| public, the two books have fairly swept 
| critics and readers off their feet. The 
| greater the reader, the greater seems to 
| be his admiration and enthusiasm for the 
| hitherto unknown missionary writer who 
has come out of the West. Connor's 
real name is Charles W. Gordon. His 
tales of romance, adventure, life-and- 
(** Books and Writers’’ continued on page 810) 
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a4 ‘spember of a church Get is f copy of aus 
purchase a organ may have a CODY of this 
beautiful Portt free for asking 
tains tinted photographic plates, a 73 x x pinches, 
of pipe organs in different parts of 
shows the interiors of churches Ay ‘the various 
leading denominations. It cannot fail to give 
you some good ideas for 2 gt new organ. 

In ve name of y church, seating 
capacity, and about the omcunt the church ex- 


Bite beaulitul Portfolio free of charge, prepaid. 
LYON & HEALY, 

Pipe Organ Builders, 
87 Adams &t., Chicago. 
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Sunday-School Banners 

Drom %-> @ 10.00. —~& yy ist 
Iron Banner Stand, 75 cents 

Leon Blanckensee & Co., 70 N. Third ‘St., , Phila. 
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VOCALION 


CHURCH and 

CHAPEL ORGANS 

The Vocation is prac- 
tically a condensed pipe 
organ — built entirely 
on pipe-organ princi- 
ples applied by a spe- 
cial patented system. 

It costs half the usual 
pipe-organ price, and 
less than half the ex- 
pense of maintenance. 

Its tones are remark- 
able for their pureness 
and delicacy. 


Catalog K, full 
illustrations an 
request. 


The Vocalion Organ Company, 
156 Fifth Ave., New York City 





descriptive, with 
specifications, on 

















Anybody can play it! 


Z0B0 CORNET Sj 


fad ae perv Festa 


net te perfection. Requires 
no Lo ay. of music 
or al notes . The i. 


p+ — ry 

strument ever ana It 

am and changes the 

human voice 80 

fully as to make it ptrange, 
all ension 





Weird and unnatural a 

It seems ible for it to aecompl plish so much. 
It gives you the vocal power of ten gent; yet its 
music may be softened to the coo of a dove. 
Money and music-making feature for Church 
Choirs. and other concerts. SING INTO moTTH- 
PIECE, ZOBO DOES THE REST. Catalogue free. 
Strauss Mtg. Co., 369 Broadway, Dept. 6, New York. 


OVER 300,000 COPIES PURCHASED 


Guorce Hymns = Gosper Sones 


| For Prayer and Evangelistic Meetings 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES, Y.M.C.A. 
and the Sabbath evening church service, 

THE MOST DESIRABLE COMPILATION 
of favorite hymns and tunes, sew and old, ever pub- 
lished. 
Price, $25 per 100. Send 20c. for a sample copy 


The Biglow & Main Co.,| Kew York and Chicago 
"3 New Cantatas for 


Intensely interesting, highly 
original, easy to perform. 
Words, music, and marchin 
complete. All scenes an 
characters illustrated. The Amest Christmas Services 
ever written! Send for sample copy. ‘‘A hgiete 

















mas Crusade,’ isc. a copy, or pe. 2 Soe. ** Oy 

sies’ Clristmas,"’ roc.; 75¢.a “The Charmed 
Garden, ** z0c.; 75c. a doz. Win inding the Arctic 
Pole,’ by the little Frost Fairies in A Christmas Cru- 


sade, is the cutest a 


imaginable. At all dealers. 
J.a&P.B. MYERS, Joha 


Street, New York. 
BOXES for the Christ- 


N DY mas Festival — samples 
of eleven varieties, vari- 
ous prices,for asc. Christmas Cards in packets,from 
10c. to soc. perpacket. Also single cardsin quantities, 
from 85c. to $7.50 per 100. Fancy Calendars, from 
5c. to 78c. oath. Cardboard letters for decorative pur- 
ses, toy books mes, Bibles, Christmas music, 
Locon-belpe, rewards, and and gift booklets. We carry 
the largest stock and fimest assortment of Christmas 
sapplies of any bewse in the country. Our 8 page 
Hhwst rated Holiday Anauat, which tells all about 
this immense stock, is free for the asking. Send 
fer a copy now—before you forget it. 


MacCalla & Company 
249 Dock Street. Phitadelphia, Pa. 


CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 








BN. BANS 
and upwards. OOMPLETE © 
Case, Tuning-Pipe, and Fi 


0 of VI@LI 
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| a | a Se 68.75 and ‘ 

\netrament to “a au EXTRA Blo 
inh Oot yar Teh CATALOG 

KuD 100 BARGAINS SENT FREE. 

B.C. HOWE, Migr., 1772 Masonic Temple, Chicage 


FOR CHRISTMAS CANDY, Ark K, Basket, Bicycles 
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Che Sunday School Gines 


Philadelphia, December 8, 1900 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter.”’ 








Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 


THE ‘SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(“* Books and Writers” continued) been contributed to now for many years 


death conflict, love, evangelism, and the | by some of the foremost writers in this 
rest of the gamut of human experiences | 
among ‘‘men with the bark on’’ at the 
foothills of the Rockies or in the mining 
and lumber camps of the Northwest, 
need no new word of appreciation now. 
It is to the lasting credit of the public 
that it has instantly recognized Gordon's 


country. Mr. Du Bois, who was for some 
years connected with The Sunday School 
Times, has made good use of many of 
his editorial notes which were used in 
these columns, by collecting them, with 
other brief essays and paragraphs, in 


this very attractive book bearing the at- 
have 





new subscribers. ‘hese rates include postage : 


75 t Five or more copies, either to 
cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 


age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 75 
cents each per year. 


$1.00 


tate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 


* e free copy addi- 
Free Copies a 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 75 
cent rate. 2 


Questions Answered about the 
Subscription Terms 


Additions time to a club—such additional 

subscriptions to expire at the same time with the club 
as originally ordered, and the rate to be the propor- 
tionate share of the yearly club rates in force at the 
time the addition is made. 
How Papers mailed, separately, at the rate of 
are $1.00 $5 75 a a year, can have 
the address changed at any time 
Addressed without charge. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request 

Enong oupee of any one issue of the paper to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be sent 
[ree, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Panday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each. 

Vor Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the 
paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the sub- 
scribers. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. BOX 1550. 








“Ss 


GoPynient 


‘*HE HAD SMALL SKILL 


0’ horseflesh who bought a goose to ride on.” 
take ordinary soaps for house-cleaning. 


SAPOLIO 


is the proper thing. ‘Try a cake of it. 
fails to accomplish satisfactory results in scouring and 
cleaning, and necessitates a great outlay of time and 
labor, which more than balances any saving in cost. 
Practical people will find Saroxio the best and cheap- 
est soap for house-cleaning and scouring. All grocers 
sell it. 


Don’t 





-—_ 








The American Standards 


B.LBabbitts 


Quality, Purity, Effectiveness 
Best Soap 


Soap Powder 


Best Baking Powder 
Pure Potashoriye 
































One copy, or any number of copies | 
less than five, will be sent to sepa- | 


tional will be allowed | 


Additions may be made at any | 


Subscribers to whom the paper is | 


. | 
Common soap | 


No. 24. | 


sterling worth. The two books 


tractive tithe Chat-Wood (which, by the 
been illustrated for holiday sale by Louis 


way, the author explains in his Foreword). 
The book is a dainty and inviting bit to 
pick up for random reading. 





| Rhead, who has elsewhere done such 

admirable work in pen-and-ink imitation It will, on 
of old woodcuts. These pictures are in 
and they do not do 
writer credit. But 
spite of the pictures, there could not be 
a better Christmas gift than one or both 


of the books. 


| Tales of Law and Lawyers 
Years ago Conan Doyle, with a master 
| hand, crystallized the romance of a doc- November 23 to December & 


, ‘ ‘ : Biggle Pet Book. By Jacob Biggle. 50 cents. 
tor’s working-day into a volume of short | Child and the Bible, The. Syllabus of a Course 
Now comes a writer who per-| of Twenty-five Lessons in Education. By 


| forms a similar task for the Bar. The George Allen Hubbell, A.M. 


By ie ? “ ‘ sii Handbook for Literary and Debating Societies. 
| Case and its Exceptions, by William By Laurence M. Gibson, M.A. 15. 6d. 


the other hand, repay close and careful 
| study. 
in | 


wash, however, There is many a germ for ser- 


either artist or 


mon or prayer-meeting talk here, and its 
| scope and sympathy are world-wide. 


x &% 


Books Received 


stories. 


| ‘Trevor Hill, well portrays the tragedy | History of Babylonia and Assyria, A. By 
dh d h h h the lif Robert William Rogers. Two vols. $5. 
ho GIREE ENS PANES Ta WUC eed Literary Friends and Acquaintance. By W. 


of every lawyer, and lurk concealed in 
It is to 
| the credit of the writer's courage, as of 


D. Howells. $2.50. 

Lives of the English Poets: Butler, Denham, 
Dryden, Roscommon, Sprat, Dorset, Roches- 
ter, Otway. By Samuel Johnson, LL.D. 
Paper, Io cents. 

Lord Linlithgow. 

Lucid Intervals. 
$1.50. 

Nature's Miracles : Familiar Talks on Science. 


| the most commonplace of cases. 


| his art, that he has dared to stage his 
By Morley Roberts. $1.50. 


stories in New York, where the massed By Edward Sandford Martin. 


technicalities of a complicated code would 


| seem unlikely materials from which to 


. P . By Elisha Gray, Ph.D., LL.D. Vol. IIL: 
weave romances. Every story is electric Electricity and Magnetism. 60 cents. 
with the energy of the world’s great work- | Practical Portions for the Prayer Life. By 
. in okt ~~ t d Charles A. Cook. $1.25. 
| ing.city, and the characters are men an Religion of Abraham Lincoln, The: Corre- 


women of the strenuous life well worth | spondence between General Charles H. T. 


: Collis and Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. Paper, 
meeting. 9s cents. 
“ % & Roggie and Reggie Stories, The. By Gertrude 
Smith. $1.50. 


Self-Educator in French, The. 
Adams, M.A., B.Sc. 2s. 6d. 


She Stoops to Conquer,; A Comedy. 
Oliver Goldsmith. $1.50. 

Siege in Peking, The. By W. A. P. Martin, 
D.D., LL.D. 

Story of the Ninetegnth-Century Science, The. 
By Henry Smith Williams, M.D. $2.50. 
Vesty of the Basins. By Sarah McLean 

Greene. 
With Both Armies in South Africa. 
Harding Davis, F.R.G.S. $1.50. 
Yesterdays with Authors. By James T. Fields. 
$3. 


The Sunday-School and Chautauqua Book- Edited by John 
let, 1901. A Calendar of Daily Reading, 
edited by Grace Leigh Duncan. 


Sunday-school and Chautauqua peo- 


By 





ple, and perhaps those who would not 


class themselves as either, are already 





familiar with the admirable work the P. 


daughter of the widely known and be- By Richard 
loved Dr. W. A. Duncan, of Home De- 

partment fame, has done in compiling 
There 
are many who, on laying down her book- 
| let for 1900, will welcome most heartily | Nor Wealth, Nor State, but ‘Git Up and Git’ 
| her continuation of this in the| That Makes Man Great.” 

Dr. Dunning, of the | 


helpful books for daily reading. 


“It’s not Birth, 





work 
| booklet for 1901. 


| International Lesson Committee, writes a 


This is the motto on the letter-head of a well- 
known grocery firm in Watertown, N. Y., Fred 
B. Bush & Co., and is indicative of the char- 
acter of the men. Mr. Bush himself had quite 
an experience with food in relation to health, as 


word of introduction, and the pages are 
' . . . 
| filled with inspiring and aptly chosen 


| quotations from the Bible and general , 
| he was refused insurance three years ago because 


writings. the examining physician found be had Bright's 
% disease and could only live a short time at the 
best. 
Chat-Wood. By Patterson Du Bois. 50 cents. 


‘*My own physician suggested that I make a 
radical change in diet. About that time my at- 
tention was called to Grape-Nuts food, and I 
began with doctor's permission to use this food. 


For twenty years or more one of the 
distinctive features of The Sunday School 
Times has been its ‘‘ editorial notes ' 


Of course I had been forbidden the use of sugar 
but my doctor that 
| Grape-Nuts was composed of the starch of 


a brief, epigrammatic putting of a single 
PIs I 5 8 or starchy food, knew 


truth or general principle. These edi- 


torial notes are governed in their make- | wheat and barley transformed into grape sugar, 


and in this condition is easily digested. 


up by ‘‘canons"’ as definite as those for 
asonnet. They were the unique creation | “1° make a long story short, Grape-Nuts 
| of The Sunday School Times, and have | os a constant dish at my table for three 
been, for a long time, one of the most | , 


While they | 


I have taken no medicine during this 
time, and I am now strong and healthy, and 


| popular parts of the paper. capable of doing a hard day's work every day.” 
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Ou dealer in lamp- 
chimneys— what does 
he get for you ? 

You can’t be an expert in 
chimneys; but this you can 
do. Insist on Macbeth’s 
“pearl top” or “pearl glass” 
whichever shape you require. 
They are right in all those 
ways ; and they do not break 
from heat, not one in a hun- 
dred. Be willing to pay a 
nickel more for them. 


Our “Index” describes a/7 lamps and their 
proper chimneys, With it you can always order 
the right size and shape of chimney for any lamp. 
We mail it FREE to any one who writes for it. 


Address Macsetn, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


B. & B. 


Plenty of time yet to get our 


holiday catalogue 


if you haven’t already received a copy, 
and do your gift selecting. 

16 inch jointed Doll, bisque head, with 
lace-trimmed satin dress and hat, shoes 
and stockings, 75c. 


holiday catalogue 


tells about other dolls, 5c. to $50.00. 

Women’s or girls, fine imported all- 
wool knit golf Gloves—smartest kind of 
warm gloves—plaids, stripes, fancies, 
plain white or red, 50c. a pair. 


holiday catalogue 


has 12 pages of news about Dolls, Toys, 
Games—Io pages telling about Toilet 
Sets, Glove Boxes, Work Boxes, 
Smokers’ Sets, Manicure Sets, etc, 


holiday catalogue 


gives full information about the most ex- 
tensive assortments of choice gift goods 
this holiday store’s ever shown—priced 
to save you good money. 

Men’s fine English tan Dress Kid 
Gloves—lined with silk, fingers and all 
—$1.00 a pair. 

holiday catalogue 
suggests hundreds of appropriate gift 
goods which perhaps you’ve never 
thought of, but you’ll find are just the 
thing. By all means don’t miss the 
helpfulness of our 

holiday catalogue 


—pictures of nearly everything. 


BOGGS & BUHL 












Dept. S. T. Allegheny, Pa. 
= $4.50 Wool Raincoat 
7 A Regular $10.00 Waterproof 
> Raincoat or Mackintosh for $4.50 


SEND NO MONEY, if you live 
east of the Rocky Mountains; cut 
this ad. out and send to us, state 
your height and weight, state 
number of laches around body at 
breast, taken over vest, undet 
coat, close up under arms, and we 
will send you this coat by expre 

ZC. O. D., subject to examination 
@ Examine and try it on at your 
nearest express olkee, and if found 
exactly as represented, the most 
wonderful value you ever saw or 
heard of, and equal to any waterproof 
coat you can buy at $10.00 to $15.00, 
pay the express agent our special 
offer price, $4.50, and express 
charges. This Mackintosh is the 
latest 1901 style, easy fitting, made 
from one of the very finest, heavy 
weight, genuine Georgetown I mported 
Wool Covert Waterproof Mackintosh 
Cloth. Comes in either dark brown, 
tan, or black (be sure to state color wanted); ver 
lat style single breasted fly front, as illustrated, 
making two garments in one. The best dressers wear 
this garment, both as a warm overcoat and as a rain- 
coat. It is lined with a heavy, imported, waterproof 





So much for pure food, properly selected 
and perfectly cooked by experts at the factory. 
There is not a single disease in the category of 
human ills but what can be helped by the use 
of pure food of this character. 


were originally all written by the Editor- | 
| in-chief, this has not been true of them 
since it was found possible to train others 
into their writing. and the department has 


woven lining, made with sewed, strapped,and cemented 
seams, fancy velvet collar, sanitary armholes. fe 
zuarantee it such a garment as you will find only in 
the most fashionable city stores, and there at $10.00 to 
$15.00. For free Cloth Samples of our Men's Mackin- 
toshes, write for Sample Book No. 33K. Address: 


SEARS, ROEBUCK, & CO., Chicago, Ill. 
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Worth Repeating 


res | 





Critical Moments 


From “ Helps to Godly Liying,”’ by Frederick Temple, 
D.D., Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. 








VERY now and then come critical 
moments, when we have to make 
a deliberate choice, when we have 
to give our thought and our will to what | 
is to be done, when there is no longer | 
room for mere impulse, but the circum- 
stances compel us to know fully, as fully 
as our capacities will enable us, what it 
is that we are doing. Such times may, 
no doubt, vary very greatly in impor- 
tance. They may be supreme moments 
in our lives, and on our decisions may 
depend the whole current of the rest of 
our days. One road may lead us straight 
to nobleness of soul, to truth of character, 
to purity of heart ; the other may lower us | 
permanently to a different rank in the 
Spiritual estimate. Or again, the decision 
may have no more importance than it 
gets by being deliberate and expressing | 
the real act of the will But, in either 
case, what is the light that shines upon 
our path, what is the aim at which our | 
eye is gazing? At these crises, when, if 
ever, the whole soul is called forth, what 
is the determining question in our minds? 
Is it the question of duty, and of duty 
only? Then surely, if ever, we ought to be 
able to rise to the dignity of self-sacrifice. | 
Then surely above interest, and above 
pride, and above self-will, and above 
every attraction that can draw the soul, 
ought to stand that one desire to do what 
is really right which God has set before 
the conscience as the image of his very 
self. Compel yourself to recognize that 
all else will certainly perish, all that you | 
can enjoy, all that you can win, all that 
you can do, but that the one eternal thing 
on earth is the duty that has been 
done in it, or the duty that has been 
left undone ; and when you have done | 
that, you will have for your own 
the single eye that lights up all the nature; 
and till you have done that, you will 
find the sentence true to the letter of | 
yourself and of all your life, ‘‘ The light 
that is in thee is darkness, and how} 
great is that darkness !"’ 


. | 
“2% | 


Work and Workers 


Biennial Achievements in 
the Nutmeg State 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


T is only once in two years that the 
State Sunday-school workers of Con- | 


necticut come together in formal conven- 
tion, but when they do assemble they give 
substantial signs of the solid achieve- | 
ment and progress that mark their work. 

Bridgeport was the place of the latest 

biennial convention, held November 
13-15. 

No part of the program was more in- | 
teresting or deeply significant than that 
which gave place to the reports of the | 
various officers and organized depart- 
ments of the state work. The official | 
printed report of the State Executive 
Committee is well worth securing and 
studying, as showing the actual accom- 
plishments of an association of this sort. 

Lucy G. Stock, primary superintendent, 


well known to readers of the Times as/} 
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ohe of its corps of primary writers, sub- . 


mitted a good report of the faithful and 
efficient primary department, showing, 
among other interesting facts, that she 


What the buyer 


miles, in the last two years, in the in- 


| not behind in that branch, as Harriet E. 


| whom the Missionary Department had 


| self-respecting, family-supporting citizen. 
| The audience did not know it, but the 


| but knew that I was in a serious condition gen- 


alone had travelled sixteen thousand 


terests of her work. 
A state which proudly claims the lar- 
gest Home Department in the world is 


Walden, the Home Department superin- 
tendent, showed in her report. 

As an evangelizing and soul-saving 
force, the Missionary Department, rep- 
resented by May B. Lord, made a report 
as unusual as it was impressive. Miss 
Lord told, herself, of the scope and pos- 
sibilities of her work among the country 
districts, and then called upon a few 


actually saved to testify. The words of 
these latter were memorable. They 
spoke out of the fulness of their heart. 


One man rose, and told of a man who 
had been the most abandoned drunkard 
in the state of Connecticut, but who now 


of a 











The Standard Typewriter for over a quarter of a century. 

The most durable writing machine made. 

The largest output of work by the operator. 

The greatest economy of Time, Material, and Expense. 

The Best Investment—The machine which depreciates 
least from year to year. 


WYCKOFF, SEAMANS & BENEDICT, 
327 Broadway, New York 








superintends a Sunday-school, and is a 


man actually speaking was the converted 
drunkard to whom hereferred. And his 


House Work is Hard Work without GOLD DUST. 








case was only one of scores and hundreds. 





The convention had its full quota of 
distinguished visiting speakers. The 
platform meetings were crowded and in- 
spiring. The conferences were practical 
and to the point. A heroic attempt was 
made to raise the entire indebtedness of 


CALIFORNIA 





the Association, amounting to something 
over a thousand dollars. About eight 
hundred of this was subscribed, and it is 
to be hoped that the balance will speed- 
ily be taken care of. 

The officers elected or re-elected are 
as follows: President, W. H. Hall; 
general secretary, George S. Deming ; 


FIRST-CLASS PULLMAN SLEEPERS 


DAILY BETWEEN CHICAGO AND SAN FRANCISCO WITHOUT 
CHANGE. CARRIED ON LIMITED TRAINS OF THE ROCK 
ISLAND—D. & R. G.—R. G. W.—SOU. PAC., PASSING THE MAG~ 
MIFICENT SCENERY OF THE ROCKIES AND SIERRA NEVADA 
BY DAYLIGHT IN BOTH DIRECTIONS, DIRECT CONNECTIONS 
TO AND FROM LOG ANGELES. BEST DINING CAR SERVICE. 











recording secretary, J. W. Logan ; treasu- 
rer, Charles E. Curtis ; auditor, W. R. 
Downs ; chairman executive committee, 


GREAT ROCK ISLAND ROUTE 





H. H. Taylor. 


The Doctor Laughed 
But the Weman was Prightened 
A physician of Columbus, Ga., rather poked 
fun at a lady patient who insisted she had heart 
disease. 
The trouble really was caused by injuries from 


PERSONALLY CONDUCTED TOURIST EXCURSIONS 
TO SAN FRANCISCO AND LOS ANGELES 


LEAVE CHICAGO EVERY TUESDAY VIA SOUTHERN ROUTE 
THROUGH OKLAHOMA AND TEXAS. LEAVE CHICAGO EVERY 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY VIA SCENIC ROUTE THROUGH 
COLORADO AND UTAH. LATEST IMPROVED TOURIST CARS. 
FAST TRAINS. LOWEST RATES. 








the effects of coffee-drinking, and the nerves 
were so affected that it gave her every indication 
of heart disease. ‘lhis is true of thousands of 
people who are badly hurt by the caffeine of 
coffee, and, it is understood that, if continued 








SEND FOR “CHICAGO TO CALIFORNIA’? DESCRIBING FIRST-CLASS 
SERVICE, on ron “TOURIST DICTIONARY” ano ITINERARY TO 


HAL S. RAY,P.A. M. D., 111 S. Orn STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 
JOHN SEBASTIAN, GEN'L PASS. AG‘T, CHICAGO. 








long enough, 
set in. | 
The lady referred to above is Mrs. C. V. 
Irvin, toro B Street, East Highland, Columbus, 
Ga. She says: 


real organic heart disease will 


‘‘T had been running down in 

health for a number of years, and suspected that 

coffee was hurting me, but could not get my 
consent to quit it My heart troubled me so | 
that | was very short of breath, and could do | 
little or nothing that required exertion. If had 
fearful mervous headaches nearly every day, 
and was exceedingly nervous with indigestion. | 
The doctor laughed at my idea of heart trouble, 
erally. Finally | was induced to quit coffee 
and take wp Postum Food Coffee. This w 


wonderful. I feel like another person. 
heart does not trouble me atall, and the stomach | $@% 













| crepon effect, goods that we have bought direct from one of the largest mills under a 
Our Special $2 50 Price bmp pects of this “ inch goods (a full dress pattern) is a price based 
. on - actual cost to “xl woe jece 

as | lots, is such value as was never before offered by an os 
about four months ago, and the change has been | 52.0 for a fwil 7 yard dress pattern to advertise our Dress Goods Department 
My | goods are gone, they never again 





Big Dress Goods Off 
Por $2.50 we furnish a Full Dress Pattern of sevem yards of genuine 
Norton Fancy Black Mercerized Crepon Dress Goods,regular value, $5.00. 
SEND NO MONEY Cut this ad. out (No. 14 4) and send to us, 
* and we will send you a big full dress pattern 
of seven yards of this fine, new style dress goods by express, C.O.D., subject 
to examination. ‘ou can examine the goods at your express office, and if 
found perfectly satisfactory, exactly as represented, such a dress pattern as 
could not buy from your st eeper at home at less than $<.00, a class 
of goods that is seldom found in country stores at any price, pronounced by 
every one the greatest value ever shown in your section, $2 50 

then pay the express agent Owr Special Offer Price, ° 
and express charges. ‘lhe express charges will average from 25 to so cents. 

i more than seven yards are wanted, 36 cents per yard extra. 


This is a Genuine Norton Black Mercerized Crepon 


dress goods, an elegant, strictly up-to-date fabric for suits or skirts, good 
weight for winter wear, a firm cloth we can guarantee for service, fancy raised 
ositive guarantee for quality. 
is tone than dealers can buy in 

make 


house. We this heretofore unheard of offer of 
and get goons everywhere to 


ca . Write for free Dry Goods Catalog. Order to-day! Don't delay! When these 
offered at the price. Address, SEARS, ROEBUCK, & CO., CHICAGO, ILL. 








and merves are decidedly improved. My head 
does not give me the old trouble it did, while the | 
bowels are regular withoot any purgatives or | 


$I 44h fit and takimg only one order daily for 
; our extracts, spices, soaps, perfumes, 


By any one writing for our free out- Safer to cut your corns with an ax 


than a razor—less danger of blood 
poisoning. Use A-Corn Salve in- 


etc. After you Leave secured orders we 


dicine of any Kind | YEARLY | frost, gu, fhe grads, a per sad. 15 cis, From druggies or by 
medicine of any kind. SALARY Bags pute a y- Nyt mail Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia, 
‘I can hardly express my gratification forthe |} fasny —s 





relief from suffermg brought on by the use of | 


EARNED 





es, girls, and beys who have but 
hours. Write at once for frce 





custom 

em, See of 200 valuable premiums 
1 

few 





regular coffee, and I cannot thank Postum 


enough. 


| absolute proof of our res 
| Pres 


outfit, full particulars, catalog. and 
nsibility. A. Parker, 
son St., Chicage. 
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. M. C. S. Co., 283 | Rochester Radiator Co. 75 Parmace St..Rochester,N .Y. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


DECEMBER 8, 1900 


AN EARNEST APPEAL 





To Pastors, Superintendents, Missionary Societies, and God’s People Generally 





DEAR FRIENDS: 

Through the generous contributions 
of Ghristian America and your own 
personal cooperation for the relief of the 
famine Wufferers in India, many thou- 
sands of lives were saved, and you 
would undoubtedly like to feel that they 
were saved to some purpose. 

It is generally understood that 600,000 
famine orphans survived, most of whom 
are now absolutely helpless. 22,000 
of these are in the hands of our Ameri- 
can missionaries. They must either be 
supported or starve, and their fate 


equal to that of fife itself, and the Church, 
Sunday School, Society or Individual 
adopting one of these helpless orphans 
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rests largely with the good people of % MN 


America, who sent the missionaries to 
India, to live and teach as Christ would 
live and teach. Following the example 
of their Divine Master, these missionaries 
“suffered the children to come unto 
them,” and gathered the little ones into 
their homes, their schools and their 
orphanages, until every inch of available 
space was taken and every dollar of 
money expended. And now they are 
looking this way for help. 

In response to their pathetic, heart- 
touching appeals, The Christian Herald 
is inviting every Church, Young Peo- 














A MISSIONARY IN INDIA GATHERING THE CHILDREN 


presents food, clothing, care, education, 
influence for good and life itself to such 
child of adoption. Five cents a day is a 
trifle to many of God’s children in this 


fort put forth in this connection, and thus 
the blessing of the Father of the father- 
less will rest upon every Church or Indi- 
vidual responsible for the adoption of one 
of these, the least, tiniest, and most help- 
less of His loved ones. 

A complete list. of Churches and Soci- 
eties adopting orphans will be published 
in the columns of The Christian 
Herald according to denominations. It 
is sincerely hoped that a commendable 
emulation between the different denomi- 
nations will spring up in this beneficent 
missionary work, and that within the 
next three weeks the hearts of our 
missionaries in India will be gladdened 
by the welcome news that their faith 
was well-founded, and that all their or- 


a } :| phans have been adopted by the Chris- 
fe | tian Churches of America. No oppor- 


tunity like this to effectively aid the 


"| cause of Christ in a foreign land has 


ever before been presented to Christen- 
dom and we trust that your Church will 
be among the first to embrace it. 


If your Church or Sunday School should not fee} 
disposed to act in this matter, cannot you form a 
circle of five or ten who will jointly adopt one orphan, 
and thus help along the great work which God is 
opening up to His church in India? 





‘zg ‘ge INDIA 


teachers. 


care of a missionary of the 


FAMINE ORPHAN 


Under the Auspices of * The Christian Herald,”" 160 to 170 Bible House, New York City 


We will endeavor to provide support for... INDIA FAMINE ORPHAN .._.and will remit Quarterly 
at the rate of $15 a Year to “The Christian Herald India Orphan Work” for such support. It is 
our understanding the care thus provided will include food, clothing, shelter and instruction by proper 
It is our wish that the orphan... be a. » and located in an orphanage under the 
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Denomination. 
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Address, P. O. 


WORK ~w 





Name 





State. 











ple’s Society, Sunday School and Mis- 
sionary Society, of whatever denomina- 
tion, to undertake the support of One 
Single Orphan at an expense of only 
Five Cents a Day, or Fifteen Dollars 
a Year. In every instance, preference 
for denomination and sex will be faith- 
fully respected; hence, the child selected 
will be cared for and trained in an or- 
phanage of the denomination preferred. 

No Christmas present conceivable is 


The Sunday School Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trustworthy. Should, however, an advertisement of , not having good.commercial credit be inadvertently inserted, the - 
t y- 


favored land of ours, but in India, on this 
occasion, it represents a human life; it 
means a soul saved from death and 
trained for Christian usefulness. 

Do not fail to put your Church, your 
Suuday School, and yourself personally 
on record as among those who enter 
the new century privileged to share in 
the precious work of snatching, as it 
were, from death 22,000 famine orphans. 
God will surely own and bless every ef- 





When adopting a child, kindly address 
The Christian Herald India Orphan 
Work, 160-170 Bible House, New York. 

Give the name, denomination and address 
of your Church, Sunday School or Society, and 
state whether you prefer to adopt a boy ora 
girl, and whether you have any denomina- 
tional preference. , Very cordially yours, 


Mi dieck. 





publishers will refund to subscribers any meney that they lese 











